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Folkes tone, E Jul!
I-ng Ly
MR 651539 -

This morning trg conslsted of mske and mend and Interior economy. Later on,
many teams were formed within the coys and softball games toock the front.
Major Bruce MecKenzle of D Coy recelved final briefing as Bde L.O, to the
Maprshalling Area for Bde Marching Trocps. He 1a to leave at 13 hre today., At 1145
hrs a Coy mds me-ting Was held and Lt.Col.D.G.MacLauchlan ti in the few rtﬂgin—i
ing pointe on our coming move, i
In the afternoon all Was very Quite as half holldayand remained so, until 1730 |
hres when a rush "0O" Gp was called by the C.0. as final orders to move to the |
Marshalling Area had come in. The vehicle party is to move at 0525 hrs on 2 Jul hﬂ;
past the start line following the R de Mals. The marchinﬁutrﬂupl are to move by

| train from FOLXESTONE Junotion 5tn at 1400 krs the 2 Jul

| and Major Yerne Stott cur 2 i/c and the 1.0, are with the marching trocps. The

Lt.Col,D.G.MacLauchldn with the Adjutant are travelling with the vehlele party
vehicle party marshalle at TILEURY,north east of LCNDCH and marching troope mnruhal;fgég

| at NEWICK CHALEY, North of LEWES,

Folkestone, iEﬁﬁUI -
|
|

Iinz |
MR 661539 !

The evening was spent getiing vehlcles loaded completely and making final prep=

araticone for the move. ;
The personnel absent at this time are M11161 Pte.Morrieon,J., M60O49L Pte.Hart,G., Z

'M11397 Pte.Guerard,R.V., M11230 Pte.Ezemrd,H.C.

Weather - Dull and cool

At 0525 hre our vehicle party wqs ready to croe:- the start line but Were held up,
bty a breakdown in the R de Mais column, Lt.C0l.D.G.MacLauchlan had made a ehort
trip in the evening but fog settled in and caused a grest delgy in his return. The
C.0. made the convoy Just 1n the nick of time.

Support Coy had a 1little trouble getting the men out of bed at such an early
hour of the morning and it 1s rumoured that when they did get under way, thelr speed |
exceeded the Robot plane.
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and Wewick

Chaley, Ex.

(nesr Lewes)
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1
|2 Jul
i

At 1000 hrs our 2 1/c alled a meeting of Coy Comde and tied
which had arisen since the last mecsting in thz C.0'a preucnci.iilg :::;P:%n::ur.. l
wae only succeseful, because Lieut,"Stu" Moore,I.0,,acted as cook at BnHQ and :
dished out an excellent breakfast from what appeared at the time to be extra
rations. This proved otherwise, because the rationes Were not extra. Everybody was ;
happy however, and this incident camsed quite a laugh. '

At 1310 hrs, 424 marching personnel formed up in front of D Coy area and under
commend of Major Yerne Btott marched, (including baseball bats and balls) to |
FOLKESTONE Junetion, The move Was very orderly and the traln pulled out at 1430 hrq
gsharp. Major Baker of C Coy Was very lucky that Capt."Dalt"Heyland,S.I.0., had a
car at the st-ticn, because C Coy left their rations behind and Capt.Heyland drove
back for them.

No thing exclitin hapainic on the traln throughout the Journey, and at 1803 hrs
we pulled inte NEWICK CHALEY North of LEWES, We were met by an tngllah group of i
offrs and NOOg, and in a very few moments Were marching 3 miles to the marshalling
area. Many eighs of regret were heard as we pas-ed a eignpost saying "Brighton -

13 milea", We arrived in cemp at 1645 hre, and due to excellent administration, the
party of ﬁ!k were in thelr tents in very short order., EnHR and Coy Comde were
fortunate in obtaining permission to uee the Camp Commandants large HQ bullding
and were very comfortable,

Our MarBhalling Camp was J5 and pralee 1s to be given to the staff for thelr :
excellent administration, The first meal was very good and all went to bed in an
excellent frame of mind, .

The 35& personnel coumprising the vehicle party exhiblited intense pctivity as they
nade 1ast minute checks of their vehicles and loads before pushing off at 0500 hre.
Capt.McQueen and Capt.Macdonell went ahead with guides to the marshalling area and |
Road Convoy Regulating Post respectively.

The road move Wwae uneventful although several perscnnel expressed a desire to
drop off in LONDON for a "quick one" on the way through.

The Marshalling Area,Camp 5%, was reached at 1530 hrs and vehicles and pereonnel |
directed to their respective canps. Time Was spent in rearranging the vehicle party
into 4 eraft loads under Capts.MoQueen,Tennant,Macd-nell and Clarke. Documentation
wae completed, hr rations prckse drawn and sterling éxchanged for Franc notes,

final stages of waterproofing Were uumplltthii.th.r - Fair and warm,

|
|
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Newick Chaley,3Jul | : After an excellent nights' sleep every one awakened in excellent epirits only |
Sugsex, Lo to have them dazpened when looking out the windows of the bulldings and doors of '
KR unknown | tents, rain Was found toc be coming down falrdy well in bucketsfull, [
Capp J5 g | At 6630 hrs after an excellent braskfast, we drew "Mae Weata® gand "B-gs,Vomit"
i

As 1t was ralning ec herd little training could be carried out, '
At 0915 hre § Coy Comds meeting was held at EnHd by Major Stott to make sure all
[ | etanding orders of the Camp Were carried out to the fullest, and toc lay on the !
[ | order of Coys for the Hoblle baths,to arrive later. The canteen Was a very favour—
ite spot and there wae loads of beer and 1tems of interest to all, to be purchased,
| A pleture show was on in the entertainment tent at 3 times and many attended.
| The M.C., spoke to all coys, on sterilization of water, and the Geneve Convention
- (protected perscnnel).
‘ Other than a softball game and organited P.T. there Wes no training carried out.
| Drivere and selected Offrs and NCOg left the marshalling area early thie morning .
f |  with the vekhicles and proce-ded to TILBURY docks. The vehicles were stowed aboard “—
' | thelr respective crafts during the day and all was completed by 1200 hrs. .
, ! | The remainder of the vehicle party remalned in the marshalling ares. Last minute'
' adminietration details were completed, All personnel caught up on some much needed
sleep. The heavy rain during the day kept most ¢f the men in their tents. |

Westher Dull and railn,

Once again we awskened to find the rain still coming down quite hard, No tralning
could be carried out. During the worning, information came into the office re our |
boat loads and numbere of our ships. Imedlately Major Btott called & Coy Comds -
me ting to elarify the breskdown and set up. 1

The I.0., and Orderly Rocm Sgt prepared unit sheet rolls in Quintu&licutt in .
breakdown form of 184 for LSI(H)R326; 150 for LCI(L)R327: 150 for LCI(L)R328: i
Major Btott personally looked after the completlon of these llsts and made sure i

|
¥ ‘ they were quite correct,
|

Newick Chaley |4Jul
Sussex. Ly |
Camp J5

Embarketion csrds Wer e completed with ship numbers and issued to every man. Ve
are to kowe first thing Wednesday morning at 2000 hrs,

PeT.0%
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Newick Chaley 4Jul . Each craft comi - Major Stott,Major McKenzle and Maler C w
Sussex, by - in full by the Camp Commandant at 2000 hra. At 1600 hrj-s c.;:p::;:ﬁu::: Eﬂlﬁﬁ
Capp J5 - ' Higging completed the exchenge of sterling into francs for the Bn party and also
l lssued each man with 200 france ae an advance of £1-0-0, Every man must take
| 200 france over to France with him, 1nel all ranks.
i In the evening the brand new French notes changed into very old ones,due to
! | certain games being played around the area. -
' ' At 1800 hrs "tommy-cookers", twenty four hour rations,bag ration, water steril=-
| 1zsticn tablete and an emergency ratiom were lgsued to all smnks.This extra
equipment caused many laughs during the process of getting them packed inte the
small pack. It Was found that they could go in 1f "pressure Wae exerted",
The vehicle party still in the marhhalling area embugsed in TCVs at O7%5 hre and
proceeded te TILBURY docke area. Each unit party got aboard their respective craft
| and settled down for the sea voyvage. Embarkation carde were collected as the troops
. | got aboard.
| The men Were keenly interested snd exclted about getting on thelr way. Some
! | experienced difficulty in getting into a hammock for the first time but that was | ~
5 i BOON OVercole.
' Lt.Col.D.03.Mpelauchlan wWas 0.C. ship of the American B8E Henry Austin. -
; The four craft with our men and vehlcles aboard moved out of the docks during
the morning and we anchored in the Thames Estuary off SOUTHEND until the convoy
' was formed, Late in the afterncon We received word that the convoy would not be |

moving untll the next day. ,
Weather Warm and sunny. :

Newick Chaley| S5Jul Reveille Was at 0530 hrs follwed by breakfast at 0630 hrs and at 0715 hrs BniR, |
Bussex. 4y B Coy and 35 men from C Coy were formed up ready to move off, to the embussing i
Camp J5 area. A & D Coys ame to leave a little later, aprrox 1 half hour after the first |
& Newhaven group leaves.At 0%15 hre the first party embueced and moved off by TCV. At 0930 hrs
(Embarkation we debussed at the docks in NEWHAVEN and only then did we realize that we werse .
port) 4 really on our Way. Tea and cakes were served to our party eat the docks and at .

1015 hrs the 184 embarked on the Isle of Guerneey(L8I). The 2 other groups runnT

us shortly and embarked in their LCIe. PiTi04 .
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Newick Chaley 5SdJul
Ly

Bussex.

Camp J5 &
Newhaven({emb—
arkation port)

English Channel 6Jul
Aboard LEI | B4 |
R326"Isle of |

Guernsey" i {

Bummary of Events and Information

———— e

The two emgller parties were Whisked out of harbour very short ter embark
while we if the larger party 2at aboard our ship alll,itlig its gaﬁun to -:'rtngﬂ..
Hammocks were supplied to sll men and cablne to offre. There Were cver 500 on
the LSI made up of R de Male,Black Watch,and Calg Highrs. Compo packs Were issued
to every 14 men and the officers pooled their raticne and ate in the shipes mess, |
After waising all day, one ship finally pulled out at 2200 hrs and Joined a 1|rr'
lafge convoy in the sea off NEWHAVEN harbour. At approx 2300 hrs we dropped anchor |
and remained there po long, everyone cra¥led into bed, wondering if we ever would I
be on our wWay. .
Reveille was at 0600 hre follwwed by breakfast of "compo"rations at 0630 hre,
The organized P.T, on the forward deck lizbered the boye up for the day. The shipe | @
1lay at anchor a1l day, and at 2000 hre the convoy steamed out of the Thames. Moet
of the troops Wwere on deck watching the ships movements. By "lights out" the convoy
was Wwell along the coast and ghortly before midnight entered the Btralte of Dover. |

Weather wae falr and the sea calm,

This morning we awakened to find that ve had pulled out Auring the night and
were well on our Wway to FRANCE, It was a perfectly marvellous sight to see the size
of our convoy including, destroyers, cruisers, frigates,literty ships and smaller
vessls. Every one kept on deck and watched the ships lin convoy in the distance and
final'y the long awasited shores of FFANCE in the dlstance. -

Around 1300 hre Wwe approached huge fleets of vessels of all sizee and shapes and
all the time coming closer to What appeared to be a very peaceful beach., There was |
absolutely no enemy activity of any desctiption, and at 135 hrs we were transferred
to LCIs and taken ashore, We landed on a form of floating dock and walked ashore |
with everything very serene and quiet, It Was exactly 1420 hrs when Capt "Roly"
Higginse and the 1,0, shook hands on the teach, looked arcund and sald "iell here we
are® We landed on "AIKE" beach sectlon near COURCELLES and marched 400 yards up i
the very pesceful beach to a point where a rest Was gcalled for half an hour. 5

Around 251'5 hre we moved off agaln to our assembly area, a distance of approx
miles. A & D Coye had preceded us by about an hour. At the assembly area We agalin ]
joined A & D Coys and rested in this arca near BANVILLE until 1725 hrs. During the |

P.T.0.
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rest period tea and bully beaf were issued out to t
| away and wlth our loade lessened by removing rﬂupi?;tgzg ::a‘uf°in:1:b"3: Enzil.
| | @agaln started and marched 5 miles to ocur conentration area at g74s3h, Our rt-ﬁir.tofl
| i and blankets were transported by truck and we remcved our tunice and faetened them
| on our packs. The march was a gruelling test because of the heat and the stony |
roads. but all made it and no casualties. At 1930 hrs we arrived in our Diw ncnncnt%
| ration area.
[ Everyone wWas very tired on arrival but scon got a meal and bedded down for the

night, The vehicle party has not yet arrived. i

| : The evening became very changed from the afterncon with rain and great cool windse,
| | The guns from the directlon of CAEN became louder every minute and sleep wgs very
difficult. Shortly the ack=ack opened up from every corner of every fleld in our
vicinlity at Jerry alrcraft, and then sleep then becsme impossible until approx
0300 hre,It all seeme 8o impossible to be withln 9-10 miles of the front line and
8lit trenches are Qquite in order.
Vehicle ty = We climbed on decks this morning to find the convoy stesming up
, the Iﬁgiing Eﬁinntl Just off BRIGHTON, Many eyes were turned in thht direction to
| ' try and pick out familiar objects and buildinge. After morning P.T., the men hasked
: in the sunshine on the ferward decks. There wer:z the familiar groups playing cards |
: on the canvas covering the holds. E
| We lost sight of England's falr shore during the afternocn and seemed to be head-
ing directly towards France. At about 1200 hrs we sighted the Fpench coast and
steamed slowly forward until Wwe wers about three mlles off shore, We were told thatifigf“
we would be at anchor that night and unloading would commence the following mornlng, &
Already we could hemr the sound of the guns in the distance. Landing craft and othcf

ships seemed to be everywhere, |
Weathdr falr with a etrong wind off shore. .

France TJul 8t111 no vehicle party, sc we continued on settling én nndhglgft;gwuli:'t::%i:;n.E
b ad ' day to everyone and all are sg hea e a
rrdrds 2 A ML g R R L ﬂ:iinii from ugﬁgu packs are really good and readlly !

be tween every minute of the . .
: acceptatble. Liiut.'ﬁ::Ianra 0. wisited Bde at 1000 hre and recelved scme very

Elftl & o
repon helpful info from Capt."Bill Doheny Bde I.0. Fighting 1s pmgu--%ng ;trr fﬂnur-bl*
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Place | Date & Hour

- |__
France 7Jul |
MR 274sh 4y
(be tween ,
Bayeaux and |
Crepon)

|

France 8Jul
MR E7LE3 by
(Bepwe=n | |
Bayeaux and
Crepcn)

Remarks, references
Erﬂzngjgﬂﬂlth the Ceniadians doing an excellent Job, |
A 8 the first 50 vehicles of the vehinle r .
lately taken to their own area. Capt."Bi111" Inﬂu-rnp:ftapa::;v::al?g z;::!:.:;dth-'
vehiclee, The remainder of the vehicle party are split between sho-e and ehipe .
and can be expected early tomorrow morning. Lt.Clal.D.G.MacLauchlan 1s with his i
caravan aboard ship and 18 not coming mshore until hig caravan is landed. !
Vehlicle Party - There we= considerable bustle aboard ship thie morning. Troope had |
to be packed and moved out of the holds so that wvehicles unleading could commence, |
giivnra stocd by to look after their vehicles as soon as they wers able to reach |
em,
LCTe pulled al ngside and they big cranes Went to work to unload the carge of
vehicles. By 1500 hrs all vehlcles and personnel wer: loaded on LCTs and barges
and laying off shore walting tc go ashore,
The C.0, and AdJutant were the last to leave the: ship and moved towarde the
shore in their LCT about 1600 hre., We walted off shore unt:l 2300 hrs and then the
LCT was able to push right onto the beach. The vehicles made a dry landing and WeTe
directed inland,lmmedlately to a tranelt ares at 8t.Crolx sur Mer. It was too dark
to get a clear view of the country at that time.
From the translt area we were directed to the unit concentration area and at 0§00

hre arrived to find the marching trocps already settled in,

At 0600 hre the balance of the vehicle party arrived in camp and prompily started
running vehicles all over the flelds which we had been so careful to save from tell
tnle marke. Finally all besame settled in and the Bn was complete except for one
or two vehicles which had troken down previously, They are to arrive later., The
vehicle party started to dig in after catching a few hours sleep. Training aonnint-*

of clegning up and P.T. .
At 1330 hre Lt.Col,D.G.MacLauchlan held a coy comds mesting and covered a nultit-|
ude of points, Rain cmused the group te withdra¥w to the C.0e caravan and after .
Capt."Bill1"McQueen got inaide, everybody loocked like mardines. |
At 1600 hre the Bn marched to an ares North East of Bde in an open field and form-
ed up with the Blsck Watch and the F de Mais in Mass. Raln was coming down in

P.2.0. ;

Summary of Events and Information

——e
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France

MR g7hsjl
(between
Bayeapx &
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Franoe {9l
MR #75e3h bl
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Bayeaux and | |
Crepon)

' torrents and gas capes Were ordered worn, leaving blvouacse entirely open to the

forwarded to OIC 2nd Echelon for disposal. ‘

to A dicea and

initials

Summary of Events and Information

-

merey of the elements, We stocd around for 2 hr or better and then the Corpe comd |
Lt.Gen Guy Simmonde arrived and Sava & Pep talk to the boys who had gathered around
the geep. A remakk Was made by Gen Bimonds which wae taken in the wrong light by
the men and hard feelings resulted unneces=ar}ly. The point ie now clarified entirely.
In the evenlng camp Was very Qquite except for gun fire in the distance and a good
peppy alr raid, Flak came down like hall and some pleces Were falrly large, i
ticng are now broken up and cocked by coys instead of individuals. This will no! !/
doubt causé great controversy regarding the "splith. [

Weather Dull and cool with raln,

This morning the Bn formed up and marched by coye to Bp coy area, \-rhirt Lt.Col.
D.G. Mpclauchlan took over and in turn handed the parade over to Padre Hugh"Percy
for our first Church parade in France. It was an excellent service and the esinging

was Quite falr.
At 1300 hrs the officers and NCOs by co¥s
ation of German grenades and mines by the Englneers.

wae in A Coy area. _
4oo hr _C.V.¥atkins,R. A.Corps gave a very interesting lecture on Allled |
e Y 3 , ——t geen by the Bn for many montha,

tanks. This was the beat lecture of its type

'E::h‘::r;i :f tank was drawn on a blackboard,plece by plece and vulnerable parts

explained, The antl tank platoon plus certaln avallatle offrs were present. !
At 1415 hrs Col.D.&. HacLauchlan attendsd a talk by Lt.Gen Slr Bernard Montgomery

at 2 Cdn Div EQ and at 18530 hrs the 0.0, called a Coy comds meeting and ppus-:h:nud

all information obtalned. The projected job for the Bde vas clearly shown by -a.

and readlly digested by all present, The meeting developed into a very interesting |

by Lt.Col.B.G. .
ion and many movements and Jobs Were discussed and explained
;::iauah;;n. Duiing the meeting a report from Bde arrived saylng cllgih::ar‘%%.?;
This was &ocn rectified by a counter r-puzzgnaylzfn;hnt it Wps unconfirmed., !

Q will fall later on 1in eve . !
Chmstes o’ 2% Weather Dull and ccol with rain. |

|

were given a dmmonstration and explan—
The coys rotated snd the shoW
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f Ermnr Baodien vesd redwings )
Flez= Bsie | Hour Somimary of Events snd Infermeiion : ?.:t:&gmh Eﬁ??ﬁ?
it te - e el S emoma s b Ve 5 ol P E‘.""_"'!.EII:‘;‘ S
Frgnee ‘E"' A sunshiny =orning, =nd evoryonke awaiiing wo of ou "
- e C un I » BO grryon ~hE i of our coming =ove to the Fwd
¥mEyheEsh . Assg:‘t" ¢ Area. e
Detween : Bi® Sectlon =ade gn enlgressent of the city of CAEN gnd FAIEOYE dg VAEGELIES Tor
BEays=ux and ke C.0., zand glso & very dlstincilve poster of British militzry insicnis. in
Erspon mlnurs for coZpeny US8. : = :

Franca i11Jut
Cus=y¥ Celvados L |
MEATUEZ2 nr
CAEN sheet
TE/1

Envezent wes n —5‘1.;_..-5- sround. the coy areas toEey snd 1
I‘Eﬁt WEs E"ﬂc-'Eiu-Eﬂ- tecguse wWarning order to move tur__-,._u kss
1630 hre Lt.Col.D.G, Ha-.Laac,_la_ called s Coy Go=d's nﬂh‘.hb and = lengthy
digouecicn on the move the 0.0. gnd 1.0. went To Bie at 1745 hrs %o a‘t and n
Brigadier’s 20" Gp, 2

Wt 1920thrs-the C.0., called an "0" Gp to pass on data to the Coy Comis from
the Bde "0" Gp. We ere to move at 0010 hrs to CUSSY MRS7ES32 near CAEN. Calg
Highrs sre headins the Bie move. Our order of merch for the BEn is A" "B' BolQ
BRI "C" "D®, We have 33 TOVs attached to the En to carry parching troopa.

The 3:1 formed up at 9314-= ""_‘c‘s gnd -:'*. 8 ¥VEery Qmarl:r fashion we stgrted the
iourney of 12 miles via MOUNT FAUVEL BRECTEUILIE L'ORGUEILLEUSE gnd LA VILIONEUVE,
RARE 8RR Patbolop remained at _ﬁ?: "-Iurth of LA \II_L:IHE&WE whilk "F* Echelon vehs O
proceeded To the Bn a!"ea at CUSSY, Only two vehs were lost anrcuts — one GOowWt *‘d\
opooker gnd the Pmdre's computer. ¥e passed the start line nt 0010 hrs as per

schedule,

l.l"\_\_
¥eather = Sunny then dull and cool.

We arrived at approx ‘:E-'“: hrg =% our new gres snd lpmediatdy started to éig in.
B1it trenches Were dug desp and narrow, and very fast, gs Jerry had shelled cur
ponvoy 88 We an*mahﬁeu d:r:- negw mres. E:s ghellis luckily Wars somewhat plus and
many sigha of relief were }:aam. ; _

Everyone went to bed around OU30 hre—QUUE hre and slept 1lke .JaLiEH. Wea awWgken—
ed sround 1030 hre and hsd breskiast. All tere hungry snd enjoyed it immensely.
S1it trenches were deepened and reinforced during the nalsnce of t,ha merning. Jarry
planes came over and ne finer ack-ac ck from our guns has ever been seen. Flva Jerriass
Were ‘,rgu ght down and probably mors btut this is unconfirmed. AT the sgme ti=s
Jerry shelled gup pres with no desultory damags.

B, 2.0,
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n1Jul The men wandered around the area locking at the ruins of the villaze and gather-
s ing German pleces of equlpment,etc, The 1.0, went to Bde at 1400 h::gﬂu thlI'I' i
i Bgte me and toock mlong a few pleces of Werry equipment and documents for thelr i
perusal. |
; It is confirmed aleo that 2nd Div HY wae shelled during the morning and have i
| moved btmck to another area. |
Jerry clgars are the treat at the moment and the odd bottle of French wine as |
well.
| | ! 5 Field Regt are immediately in the rear of cur posn and opened up on Jerry |
| , | posns to the south of the ORNE at 0302 kre, .
= ; P/Major Neil Butherland has dug himself in so deep we are afrald we shall have |
|  to pull himso0t by means of a rope tonight, Piper Charlie Bailey of "A" Coy wae
| interviewed this afterncon by the C.0. and Coy Comds as an OCTU candidate. !
| | Lth Bde received orders tonight to be prepared to move fwd to the front line
' ' | at 2330 bre,

f Weather = dull and cool.
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| i LA
o Wil A, (R D MBS LT L6 T ol N 5 TR | inftinls
France, h.EJul! I Having mlept through a fairly peaceful ni
| . . ] ) ght, everycne awakene l
Cuessy Ly { frame of mind., Actlivity around the Bn area is k;p‘t. mﬁ’a m:;nkun g:'ﬂlilinc.:;:'ﬁ:it
Calvados i | their men remalning in ellt trenches. Jerry ils continually drorping shells around
HRE?UrEI}IE :r | | the aranﬂ but soc far nc casualties, g
Caen. Shee feo s At 0945 hre Lt.Col.D.G. MacLauchlan, called a Goy Comd's meetin d
0 ut th
}"l‘.a’l _ gsenlor officers in the battle picture: Many cther current pmblugs.ﬁerg aiuc:uud i

at length and a asatisfactory agreement Was the result,
. The 1.0, was "ticked" off very nicely for not being around when & Bde "0" Gp |
| was called at 2200 hrs last night and the C.C0. had to alone, The I.0. Was '
interrogating 2 French civiligns who had returned to CUSEY, and certalnly wae at |
fault. At 1400 hre the I.0. was preparing to go to Bde, When a couple of shelle
exploded nearby and the sound scparently came from the area of Support coy, A phone
call was made at once to Bupport coy and unfortunately a Jerry shell landed right
in their area and had killed 3 of our men and wounded two, The dead are MJ5509 Pte. 2
Suchow,K,, M33903 Pte.Stafford,R.A., o= M104964 Pte.Ingle,B. Cpl,Passmore and @bl
Lomheim were injured, Cpl.lomheim ie in hospital and Cpl,Passmore is fairly well
and etill working with slgnels, -

T™wo trips to Bde, were made tod,y, %o keep up on the warking of maps. Very little
news is forthcoming. 4th Bde took over in the line and tonight the Zth Recce are
going in "dlsmounted" to relelve the Chaudiere. It doesn't look as if 5 Cdn Inf Bde
' | will move untll tomorrow, |
| _ Padre Percy held a burial service for the three lads who Were killed and "1" Bec

| are preparing croesses for the graves. These graves are at 996702 sheet TF/1
( ARDENNE ANCE ABEBAYE). After the unfortunate ac ident today everyone is digging thel
e1it trenches a little deeper and are preparing %o really occupy them tonight. ;
Certainly no more sleeplng above ground, l

forward to our new area;

We are expecting a movement order any moment now to move
RVILLE, 1/25000 mape Were obtalned in falr qQuantity today,

|
|
!
! ‘ and issued down to coy comde, They are recelved in great style and certainly &@h
I
i

in the line near
| apprecliated, g
! The score up to tonight, in Jerry alreraft attacking our poen, 18 n gur

favour. Our ack-ack gunners are Tope. !
Weather = Falr and warm |
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France, Cus=yl u1| A mean rainy morning and everyone found their tlanket - !
Calvadoe,nr | Ej Activity Wae not very pronounced during the night and :ﬁ.quinﬂu:tlg:;i:: el
Caen | Qulietly until 1130 hre. Around 1130 hre a few shells came 5
| very 413;3 ;loinitjl{]::z ;ha Abbey near Bupport coy, GRS Over BnG laEaE e

At O re the gt. travelled to Bde and obtalned informatl '
Very 1itile change had taken place in the line during the n:.gh?lio::yrg:u:::r-p“!
attacks were made by the enemy and beaten back by cur forcés along the ETERVILLE |
| | and MALTOT fronts. 5
i i The 2nd Moblle Bath unit was here today and carried cut the "cleaning and polish-
| | ing" of the Bn, in general, all ranks included. Their unit was set up in the front

yard of a demolished house 25 yde from BEnHY and drew the water from a well in the
nrdi*h“r it wae learned that the whole Bde Was to go through this eame unit, in |
. | our lines. |
{ F.8.Police visited the I,0, today and checked up on the two young French civilians
who havé returned to CUSSY, Theyr are being left alone for the present,but will ba.
removed at a later date., They appear Quite harmless from interrogation.

A tank squsdron Comd vieited the 8.0. today around 1300 hre and the Coy Comds
were crlled in to the caravan, Wherpecertain tank problems in cooperation with
infantry whrs studied. |

It was learned today that the two pldanes knocked down last night near cur area, |

| were our own planfes and not Jerriee. Poor shoW, and yet even the best make mistakes.

| Activity ie at a minimum around the camp and no amctlon Wae observed except a half |

| dozen skelles from Jerry's guns landing in the Abbey caused Support coy to ome aTaln
get under ground.

! The rati-n of 1 bottle of Scoth per officer and senior NOCs and 1 bottle of beer

per man arrived this afterncon and was a very Welgome treat.

Qur amircraft were seen treating Jerry te some "cockies" and receiving somd Hun
f1ak in return, Not an aircraft appeared to be hit, Score here stlll remalns 5-0
in our favour.

A large mall arrived tod ingl parcels and much belated letters plus some new
lutturl.g Hall ie & very 1m;.:£rmnt fttl in cur life and the is eimply teselied
when he bringe up our rations. At 1200 hrs Lt.Col.D,G.MacLauchlan called a coy comds

meeting and L.C.B, personnel lists required a 1ittle time and alsc the replacement
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France,Cus :y13Jul of the 2 DHg who were killed resterday. :
Calvadoe,nr Ly Heavy gun fire is heard continuing around ETERVILLE and district. A number of fii;

Caen medium guns have taken up elites behind "CO" Coy and probably will keep us awake all

night, as well as draw counter fire from Jerry.

Weather = Dull and wgrm

[ R S S ———
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France | July 14 44 During the night, there was heavy gus fire from syhe direction of Naléot, o
guﬂﬂaﬂqlfu_ﬂnl. ! 986625, sh. 7F/1, end evidently there is another Allied push ib th:t untnr.t' iy

r. Casn | ;
M.R. ??E?ﬂﬁtsh. Tl’f]. | Stend-to at 0430 hrs.brought forth much groaning and grunting from the chaps as

’. they were awskened and told to get up, All was very quiet during the mepning untll

. Jerry started, once again, to drop a few shells around the area. Jerry ranged with coloured

! smoke and then dropped a shell in the centre of Able co'yi'lines. Two men were wounded
and one of them will be out of the serap for quite some ime,

| |

i | Lt. Col. D. G. MecLeuchlan held a Co'y Comds' meeting 1330 hrs. end a discussion

|on general points took up approx. three quarters of am hour, At the conclusion of the

‘meeting we were treated to a little alr activity as six Folke Wolfes started a few

antics over our area., The Allied "ack ack " was terrific and when a Spitfire came §

alomg our interest increased. The Spit shot one down and the Jerry crashed near Ede.

H.Q+ The other ememy planes immmediately high tailed it for home and were gone in a flash,

During the morning Lt, Col. D. G. MacLauchlan and the Adjt. travelled to Authie
pt. 964714 sh. 7F/1, and attended a Bastille Day ceremony. The guard of honour was
supplied by the R. Be Mais. because Authie is part of their earea., The civilians who
had returned to Authie turned out in force, and one lady ecut her small daughter's
hair ribbom, containisg the Frenmch National colours, and distributed the amall pieces
to visiting military personnel. It 1a rumoured that the C+0. had qaite a time dragging
the Adjt. away from the ceremony, becauss of a pretty une petite fille.

Aotivity was at very low ebb during the remainder of the day, with the emly lv
physical exercise being the deepéning of slit trenches. |

' WeatherDull and oo0l, turi¢ag warmer, Heavy clouds in evening,
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France Julyl5 44
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Summary of Events and Information

At approx. 0030 hrs, this morning, we were awgkened by terrific "ok mck"™ coming

Cusay, Calvadps, nr.Cass from our own guns, We also found that Jerry was shelling us as well, which added to

M.R. 596708 n 7/A

the noise. Sheortly the sky was illluminated by very bright flares, dropped from Hun
planes and night was turned into day. Sleep wa2 practically impossible, and in the
morning , bloodshot eyes were quite in order, at reveille.

The I.0. went to 4 th Bde H.Q. this morning, and reported to Brig. W.J. Megill

| of 5 CIB,, who was on a study of the front line. The I.0. was breifed by an L.0. at

4 0.I1.Bs and then taken to the front line to the R.H.L.I. area. The I.0.was to go out

' on a night patrol, as a patrol memberand under command of the R.H.L.I. Seout Officer.

During the Day,it was found that slit trenches were the only safe place to be
in the front line, a8 the Sun, accurately and heavily mortared our positions, with
all sizes, including the 15 cm, and his & barrelled §.B.W.'ss It is rumoured that the
1.0. was anything but comfortable during his stey in the line and did not sleep a
single wink. The night patrol was cancelled as far as the group of 5 was concerned
therefore the I.0. 41d not get a chance at patrolling. We are quite sure that he was
not unhappy over the aituation.

t rox. 1150 hrs, Lieut. "Welt" Howard, 2i/c 5 pl. was wounded by a shell 3
fu.lli.:a ﬁpthi vieinity of Sup. Co'y. According %o the M.0. "Walt'2" wounds will
require some long time to heal, and there ia a possibility that he is out of the

fight for good.

. Wwhen the
. LT.Cols D. G. MacLauchlanwent to Ble an 4 at 2100 hrs. W
C.0. ﬂtﬁiﬁgd’:r: ﬂ-]:*r nm;m-: meeting was called with the chief topic “Counter Attack®.

Faymaster "Roly" Higgins did his stuff again today and paid out a few more Franca.

ghly as he was paying,
ble that "Roly's" books will never balance, because
}Er;; Eﬁm-aﬁﬁ:'.g-. and nlr; few entries were made in the books. "Roly" says thn-/t’;{r

% (
in the future when the Lads require any money they can return to the HEAR area &
MAW ech. &

Weather Dull and cool.
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France | Julylé 44

Cussy, Calvados nr. Caen

M.R. 996708 sh 7F/1

| Remarks, references
| to Appendices and
imitinls

S!JIT]TILIITJ.' 1II F‘:'\'l‘.llu ﬂ.!ll:! ln{unnalmn

After a fairly restful night, everyoone awakenmed in d apirits this morn
At approx. 1130 hra. the I.0. ﬂiurnld from the front 1?.}:. lni was indeed “rrh:.
happy to see the B.n. once again, He, had many stories to tell and the chief tople
dealt with the anemy mortars.

Capte. "Bob" Gordon, T.0. and back with "A" ech. arrived in the area on his M.C.
and was wery thrilled to say that those back at "A" ech. now considered themselves
“front line"™ men, because they had received some of Jerrjy's shells,

A% 1115 hrs, Lt. Col. D.G. MacLauchlaen went to Bde. and arrived back at approx.
1245 hrs, A Co'y Comds'., meeting was called at 1300 hrs, and the C.0. put the Comds,
in the ploture as to the prospective job of the Bn. We are all wery glad thet a
Bn assault river orossing is highly unlikely and we shall cross the River Orne by
means of a bridge at Caen.The I.0. produced air photos,{of course not set up and
recieved a ticking off)and mapsand the Coy Comds'studied the situation and were
very happy with the set up.

At 1400 hrs Lt. Col. D.G. MacLauchlan called a meeting of all officers of BEn.
H.3. and the R.S.M. and lald down the battle location polliey of the various port-
jons of Bn.H.Q. within the groups.This very important and certainly not understood
set up was explained in detall and the various queer people,such as Adjt,S1gs,1.0.
M.,0 ., and R.S.M. are now completely in the piocture.This meeting was a very mach ~
peeded one for all concerned,During the evening all was quiet around the lﬂ:tm.r'l.p_1
Maj. ¥eil Sutherland played his pipes for am hour within our lines.

Weather fair and warm.
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France July 17 a4 Aotivity, on the whole, today, was at a very low ebb, with only an odd Hun shell
Cussy, Calvados nr. Ca and mortar bomb dropplng within our area. -
M.R. 996 768 | sh, TF/1

| During the morning, many “monday washings" were seen around the area, with shirts
and underwear and such like hanging under bushes and trees, so that they would not
be seen from the air, and draw attention. It was alsomoticeable how many of the Lads
stood in a pail of ice oold water and had a quiock sponge bath. |

I

‘ A warning came through that a few G.A.F. hed posaibly been dropped during the

| night and might be within our area., At approx. 1100 hrs., all Co'ys were giveb certain
! | areas to search, but to no avail. A nil report was turned in from all Co'ys.
|

At 1130 hra. Lt. Col. D.G.Maslauchlan called = Bd'y Comds' meeting and general
points were discussed, It is surprising how many problems are brought forth at these
meetings, and they certainly serve an excellent purpose.

The I seoc, worked all day on a Sand model, in the area of the orchardin our lines
to be used im the study of our portion of the big push to be made within the next

few days.

Th. ﬂ-ﬁ- .ﬂﬂ i “ﬂ. I.ﬂ- trl?ll].!i to M't -.t 1,5“ D I:I.I‘I. l.l:d. the m- “ﬂ I-ﬁ-
attended an "O" ggtglm by the Brig. The general plan for the attack and and outline
. of the support for the attack were ably givea by the Brig, and all in attendance
|  were very happy about every phase. We are to have terrific Arty sup. with l.ppm.h,
| 700 guns firing 500 shells each and a thousand bomber raid to soften things up. The
th Corps ( arm'd) are pishing the large wedge from Caen dimectly south te Bour;n':hnl.

. a Put tlhl-.
he 0.0. held asm "O" gp after the Bde "O" gp. with the Go'y Comds. an m
I in thz piu;.u;:-. Many questions were asked and all were answered ably by the C.0.

| A dog fight was in progress during the evening many feet above our heads and
two Jerriea wera seen Shot down.

i Weather falr and awrm
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France, 18 Jul 44 | As this diary is being writtez, the dierist i '
; o, ] in a 6 foot deep 81lit Tremoch
Cuasy Calva ar Caeh while Jerry wortars are bangz all arcund the Bn . last - g
M.R. iﬂ'}'?}ﬂ heet| TP/1 have bean uncomfortably nlus:‘.'s . — . . |
an [ | |
Caen Celvados At 0840 hors this morning the marching personnel th !
M.R. 007678 Sheet JF/1 marched to Caen. It was a hot march as thf day was 'ra::r uu;-ﬁ:n]i'ﬁng;.q - |

| ! At 0B30 hrs the Commanding Officer and I.0. attended an “O" o B4 ';
i | | where tentative plams for our attack were gives to sll Co “"?'L P at Bde .
. ! usual the Arty fire plan was changed completely from 1st nights plen. "

The vehicle party pessed the start line at 0540 hrs and arrived in Caen
M.R. 007678 shortly after the marching personnel started into their new areas. i

_ Bveryoze in the Ho became very busy at once digzing 8lit trenmches and i
| making excellent jobs of them. A% approximately 1300 hrs the Hus mortared =
! our positiom with a total of 16 casualties, two of them fatal. K43070 Fte. .

Reddington G.W. acd ML05757 Pte. Watts M.R. were the two lads killed.

Meals were served on time today, regardless of the hindrances at hand
and it is & good thing because it is one thing Lieut-Col. D.G. MacLauchlan
definitaly orders, "The men must eat®.

e S——

The Air support this morning included a 1000 Bomber raid and Arty of
700 guns firing 500 rds each. This was all a"softening up"exercise before
the large Armoured drive to La Hogue, Bourguebus and Cagny.

The situation at pursuit is running according to plan, although & little
| behind sbhedule. The R.H.C. are crossing the Ome tonizht eand shortly after

| the R de Mei# will go through them. It 1s likely the Calgery's will move

' { in the morming.
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18 Jul 44 At 1900 hrs the 4th Bde are driving towarda Loavi M.R. take
. (Con't) care of our right flank. e ey »

At 1500 hrs the Commandiing Officer called an 0" gzroup of all officers

. upder his command and laid forth his plan of the Calgary attack. During the

| last few minutes word came through that the Brigadier was calling an “O® group
at Bie wemede in Caen acd that due to our phone lines being cut, we were very
late. Lieut-Col. D.G. MacLauchlan and the I.0. Were 300n on the way there and
had only missed a short portion of the ng® zroup. The Brigadier laid om his
illid.tati plans to include the RLH.C. acd R de Mais and the Calgarys will move
atar.

Coming back to our En area the 1.0. forzot to watch the road in Caen end loat

both D.Rs and the C.Q. The situation wWaia socon rectified and the C.0 and I1.0.,
after finding our Med., Arty F.0.0. enroute, arrived back at BnEG. The I.0. in
fature will be more careful.

In the evening “B® Coy area was heavily mortared but no resultast casualties.

Reinforcaments arrived tonight to replace two officer vacancies and several
0.Rs, ooly one officer ls staying and the other is returnisg to "B" Ech as L.0.B.

As all in the Ba are quite worn out froa digglng trenches, "1ights out® 18 (N\Y

on a very "voluantary" plan, with many lads going to bed quite early including
the diarist.

Weathar - Fair and warm.

e —————————
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CAEN, 19Jul !
Calvadoa & T |

Fauborge de
Vaucelles &
Fleury sur
Orne

| and Lt.Col.D.G.MacLauchlan had many gray bairs sprout up before

| reduced at this time.

Once again a day of real excitement and amazing experiences, n.- P mo. T
carried on normally until approx 1100 hrs, When We were told we i.rfh:n m::infn:: I
the attack, by—-passing through the R de Male poeiticn in Fauborge de Vaucelles, |

The C.0., and I,0., Were at Bde HU many timee and Capt.Hobinscn and Capt,HcQueen |
went to the forward assembly area tc recce our new position for the "tnke off",

At approx 1200 hre the R de Mals started acrogs the river ORNE and up to their |
start line where they were greeted by a bombardment from Jerry's viclous mortars. |
The G&.].E;TI‘E paceed their start line in CAEN at 1300 hre snd arrived at their Foh b
in FAUBERGE DE VAUCELLEB at approx 1445 hrs., The coys'e Were placed in their own
aresg in complete preparaticn for our attack. We started acrose our gtart line at i
1715 hrs, many minutes later than L%.Col.D,G,MacLauchlan, nad planned on, tut dus |
to the exigencies of service, We Were delayed. With "A" Coy ahsad, on the right of
the road from CAEN to BT.ANTOINE BUR ORNE, our axis of amdvance; and "C* Coy right
rront and "B* Coy left front, then "D" Coy fallnwin% WER . WAR Cov was to pdvancd
to FLEURY SUR OENE, hold 1t and then with "BM &% “C* up, our attack got under way,
"A% Coy then followed up behind "C® Coy, giving ue 2 up and 2 back, The coye pushed |
through wonderfully, and under a hall of terrific Hun mortar fire, Lt.Col,D.C.
MarLauchlan with the I1.0. travelled up the main axie of advance with the forward _
coys, and several timee, Jerry all but knocked them out with extremely accurale |

| moptar fire. 1t was found later that ocur 19 set in the carrier wae the probatle

gource of direction, and 1t wae quickly shut off. !
During the attack and congolidation of coye there were very few casualties, Upon | o
congolidation around 1830 hre "C" Coy Was counter attacked by the enemy and agsingt
great odds, held their position. "E* Coy helped them out and finslly 2 platocns !
from "D* Coy under Msjor McKenzle,and guidadcptrnunal‘::r ty Pte.Kescler,D Coy orﬂnrlré
went into the "C® Coy posns and reinforced "C¥ Coy whoee nusbere hal been greatly |

the night of July 19/20 |
sorning, Coneolidat=|

ion and reorganizaticn reduired a lot of guts and the Brn proved its metile and
excellent trElning. Many casualties resulted fro= the firet day'e operation put
most casuslties were wounds, With only very few fatal. Casualtlee nusbered, -::irfic:,mﬂi i

This counter atiack caused many anxious bours throughout

| 3 and #9 OHg wounded; and Officers 1 and 3 ORg killed snd 2 OFs miseing.

P.2.0,
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193u1 - Lt.Col.D.3. MacLauchlan d1d an excellent job at the helm of the Bn, and it is |

only through the excellent guldance of the C.0. and the w
'Tn.k; and hold" of our position, succeeded. L e T |
uring every hour of our “stay", so far, in this posn we have been heavil |
mortared, shelled or bombed. There have been comparatively few suffering fr‘ﬂlrlhili-
shock., BnHQ took up a spot immediately in the centre of the 4 rifle coys and
ghortly after arrival, under mortar fire, aur ammo 15 cowt caught fire and blew up,
in a grand display of fireworks. . f
It can be safely sald now, that for "green horners" in real live battle, we
have proven our worth.

Weather - PFalr and warm, j
I

France 20Jul Thie wmorning, the dawn of our eecond day in battle,brought forth many teards, |
Fleury sur Ly red eyes, and tired bodies, We are in position and nnt.ﬂing can push us out. Every |
Orne. man in the Bn has a score to seti.le and will go to no end of trouble and fatigue

to accomplieh the Job.

Mortaring continues from Jerry's mortar batteries and NEWs and constant shell—
ing falls to shake our morale. Everyones tall is high.and general feelinge excellent.

Today the 6th Bde pasced through us to take and hold a line from ST ANTOINE |
SUR OENE and VELLIERES, We are perhape so tired today, that We are glad to see |
somebody go through to the front of ue. The 6th Bde took and held their objectives
until late evening. Attached to the 6th Bde were the Escex Scottish from 4th Bde,
The Camercons and F,M.Rs held their posn byt the 8.58.0. were very badly mauled
when their C.0. was killed and withdrew leaving the Egssex Scottish in thelr places.
During the afternoon, rain started and slit trenches began to fill with water. It
is a very demoralizing state of affalrs and yet, still the boy's fight on, in ~
excellent spirits. No sleep as yet ;::. certalnly very very irregular meals fall %o
do anything but keep our spirits hi :

il: 1200 hrs 'LE Coy Was sent to clear the area east of the river ﬂm:'rbtﬁ;;n F 4
BASSE and ETAVAUX, which had been by-peased by the Camerons, now holding m-l. s
8UR I‘ZIFIIII= Major John Campbell took his coy in and at 2300 hre, the hour repo

t
"A" Coy was caught in a lively battle in the area around the Chaftemux a
35;%’23. Thtgrrl:unt:! unheard of, for many anxlous hours mg :n;n found out later, |

= A LM N A S

PES———

1 e — — - e T - 1




u ¥
War Diaries ( nllhn_hp‘lﬁmﬁr: WAR DIARY Wrkdhn o
:Et:tln w:rhma& in FB. nfp."ﬁﬂ iy X _a
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY srwinint 20 0. 1% St et e

Title pages will be prepared.

LRSS -

{ Eraze heading not required)

Flace Ihta!liau-r'

Summary of Events and Information | 1o Appm;i“ and
| initiaks

!
France, Z&gul

Fleury sur
orne.

o 2 —

they were playing a gamd of "peek a boo® with the Germans, 400 yde to their fromt, -

In the evening, and throughout the night, we continued to ait -
our positions. lu'nﬂ- of a move forward ll.j"lt. L fy

¥Weather - Rainy and cool

After a very restless night, no sleep and lots of rain and Normandy mud, the
state of affaire is amazing, Everyone 1s Quite happy and contented, iutiﬁg for
our next move forward, B81it trenches are being depened as mortmring continues,
and trenches are covered to keep out this fiendish rain., We are very wet and
dishevelled, yet there 1s still that undying epark of Calgary Highlander neatness |
and everlasting smartness even under these adverse clrcumstances, [

The coye are repeatedly shelled and mortareil and yet casualtics are very ll.'l.ght|
as We hold on, Major Bfuce McKenzlie had moved his 3rd Pl forward and now "D' Coy
have completely taken over "C" Coye area, The remainder of "C" Coy have taken
up the former "D" Coy position under the guidance of Lieut,G.W.Atkinson, their |2
remaiming officer. It is now officlally known that Liesut.Vern Eklpatrick died i
while defending hie coy with a FIAT and only died ulter knocking our 3 German
tanks. Major Franko Baker has been evacuated to hospital suffering from a chest
wound, plus exhaustlion. |

Reinforcements are steadily arriving and today it 1s hoped "C* Coy will be |
brought up to strength. ;

A terrific tank battle is going on today on our left flank and 1% loocks like
an Allied victory once again, in that area, In the evening Ma jor John Campbell
still holding fast between BAS'E and ETAVAUX sent a message to the C.0., saying
he was attacking ETAVAUX at 2000 hrs. The 1.0, was gent to Bde in a Jeep to get
the Brigadier's OK for the attack and the request was refused, befause it would
interfere with plane for tcmorrow. The I.0. having 14 mins to t'.nlLul a long distante
covered by M.T. and supplies rushed to A Coy area and stopped "A" Coy as 1t Was
erossl the start line.

The 1.0. received a severe ticking off by the C.0. later befause he E.ng not putl
the C.0. in the picture and had caused many anxious moments for Lt,Col.D.G.

MacLauchlan. P.T.0.
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Eﬁu] At 2300 hrs the I.0, went to Bde to give the Erigadier a complete piecture of

"A" Coys posn in their present area, and after some many hours minus food, had
a bite to eat there, with sardines as main course,

A falr nights' rest was accomplished by all possible, regardless of mud and
'I.t.t" at that,

Weather = BHain and ceocol,
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Franoe [22Jul | After a fairly noisy night everybody was quite ready to sleep all day. Howeve |
Fleury Sur 44 | duties kept all busy in one way or another, particularly the ﬂtﬂuaru:!ﬂth [+] ﬂ;;
Orne. | and thelr many normal duties.
MR DEE&I} i Plans are under way for the next blg step of the offensive. Our portion is to
Sheet 40/16 taks and hold, MAY-SUR-ORNE during phase I of the attack towards the high ground

SW at CINTHZAUX. This move of the Calgary's presents many problems to Lt.Col.D.G.
MacLeuehlin, becsuse the ground west of the ORNE at MAY SUR ORNE 1s heavily covered
! by fire from the enemy and a very sturdy defense line faces us from the front.
: During the day we were shelled many times and alsc mortared consistently.
| Lt.Col.D.G.MacLeuchlin went out of the line today te g=t a very mueh needed rest
and also to get a general clean up. Major Vern Stott 2 i{c took over in the CO's |
gbsencd at 1800 hrs and is holding the fort until the CO returns tomorrow. The G.0.
returned to "A" Ech and travslled back by jeep. The C.0, will return here to lead
the Bn in the next attack. ;W
During the evening all was fairly qulet untll approx 2200 hrs when Jerry had &) |
few plenes over our area, evidently taking niectures. |

I ' Weather =~ Cool and rainy. _
France 23 Jul This morning word came through that there was to be an "O0" Gp at Bde at 1400 hr:;
Fleury Sur | 44 Major V,Stott sent word to Lt.Cel.D. G.MacLeauchlan end the C.0, is returning for thi
Orne. "0" Gp. At 1330 hrs the I.0. went to Bde and there met the C,0., who had stopped |
MR 023641 off on his return from A Ech to the BN AREA. '
Sheet 40/16 The Brigedier held a two hour "0 Gp, laying on the complete plans for the ettack
SW bn MAY SUR ORNE by the Calgary's and to TONTENAT-LE -MARMICH by the R H C.

After the "O" the C.0. spent en hour with the Brigadier laying onthe arty |
progremme for ougpaupport. At 1800 hrs the C.0. end I.,0, returned to EmnHGQ and Lt. |
Gol.D, G.MacLauchlan held a Bn ™0 Gp leying out his plens for attack in detall.

. Major Vern Stott returneé to LOB ersonnel and surely hated to leave the ].dii-. l
e Teally wented to stay for the b show which is to come, not before Tues r;;.n .
Major Stott also took back a list of names for LOB personnel and those who are
cone inte the line tomorrow morning to replece them. Vi o M
, Lt.Col.D.G.MecLauchlan brought forth some very good news , & portio 1
|
Pi T‘u- 1
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France 23 is & 1ittle belated but ve t | s
| ry impertent. . It is now known that P
Fleury Sur 44 i "B® Coy piped hls ecoy Into the attack last Wednesday and in mo uﬁ'ﬁ.ﬁ:aﬂ:t“
3;“35554 | | rir{ :u:h uphul: the r::: nftl good Secottish piper. He is certeainly to be congrat=-
5 . ulated because he was er terrific fire during the att ough |
Sheet 40/18 l |  unscathed, T e T
SW _ We were mortared and shelled again, during the evoning and later had several

visits from Jerry plenes. Yo casualties r-sultcd again today much to the relief

of everyons., We are all loocking forward to the next "show®™ which should be a real .

?:?d one, and certsihly one to take part in bedause we expect considerable oppos= [ ™
Onie |

|
| i
France +4 Jul 1100 hrs the CO and IO went to Bde to att nd a finel "0" Gp in preparation I
Fleury Sur | 44 for the big push. The ™0™ lasted ap rox 1§ hrs and then the CO and I0 remained |
Orne. for dimner at Bde in order to tie in a few remaining points, ‘

MR 02364 ; We are to atfack at 0330 hrs Tuesday Jul 25 using artifielal movement light
Sheet 40/16 given by searchlight batteries. .
SW Ag 1400 hrs the CO held a Bn ")" Gp and after anxiously awaiting the arrival of |

supporting arms reps the group got under way at
arty task traces, werc studied and digested and
plan was considered complete. The 1.0 "ran the
area and tied in a few remaining points for the

attack which 1is the securing of the Calgary atart line
are to meet the Calgarys there and lead them onto the
and well it may be,

S0 fer it has been a fairly quiet day,
be a pepry night. At 2130 hrs the C,0.
await all info ecowing in from the Camerons.
area outside the Camerom posiflons
at 0130 hrs,and "F" Ech 1s to move
personnel are to cross their start

and I0 in the
The Bn is to-move to their assault |

at last light. They are
to the start line at 0230 hrs.
line at OB30 hrs.

1430 hrs. Air photos, maps, and
after several hours discussion the
gauntlet®” to the Cameron of Canada
Camercns of Canada portion of the J
in ST.ANDRE SUR ORNE., Gulde
start line.
too becanse 1t should
CO's carrier went to Bde HQ ta

to move to the start line
The marching I‘

During the evening at Bde HQ word came through that the Camerons of Cenada were

having a terrific fight for the
using a type of flame thrower,
Camerons arc-a.

securing of the start line and that the enemy was
or fleame producing weapon causing a fire in the \

P. Ti ﬂl
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MR 023

France u.‘fu?
; I

She=t 40/18

SW

France E5Jul
St Andre Sur| 44 |
Orne. '

MR 02106105 |
Sheet 40/16
W
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The Calgary's sent a patrol forward to eommunicate with the Camercns and the R de
Mais supplied a patrol to act as runners for communicaticn to and from Bds to the
Ceémerons of Canada. The Calgary's were told to sit tight and move on Bde's order. |
Bde ordered the Bn to move at 2400 hrs. At 2400 hrs the info ceme through that the’ iy
Camercns of Canada had secured our start line snd "all was well®™ for our advancs. ||

Weather = Falr and mila

Word arrived at 2400 hrs last night #hat the Camerons of Canada had smeured our | L
start line in ST ANDRE SUR ORNE, and that the situation was ready for our attack to |
proceed as per nhaiu}.:. |

At approx 0130 hrs «Col.D, G.MacLauchlin awskendd after a short rest at Bde HQ |
and took matters in hand, All our area including Bde HQ and our FUP were under |
terrific mortar fire and shell fire at this particular moment and to add to the '
almost demoralizing sound of all this nolse, the Hun sent a number of planes over
and bombed and stroffed surroundingpoints. Great fires were seen burning in FAUBORG
DE VAUCELLES and our own guns beat out a blood curdling rythm. At appeox B150 hrs |
word ceme through W/T th-t D Coy had the ser’ us misfortune of being lost from the
other three adveneing coys in the move toc the FAA at 019617. This caused great worr
and then to add to this all coys reported in position. It was very confusing to the
C.0. and there is no question, but that 10 years were added to his life during
those first hours of the l&tlﬂkr

At 0230 hrs the CO and I” in the carrier procecded to the point of starting, vehs
forward, the CO first having sent word over the air to the coys that Flan npw “f
iA effect. The night was very derk and full of eerie sounds and the diarist wasn t

very hap at the momant.
The Eﬂp:nd his group proceeded across country, led by the I0 to the FAA and took

up position of control at 019617, The coys had proceeded fwd to their start line
ng guuuma by the time we arriua at 019617, assisted during this preliminary adv
by artidicial movement lights produced by specially placed searchlights in nurlrur.
At present there is a question as to whether the lights were an edventage or dls- |

t .
advantage g / ?{f P.T.0. |
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France 25Jul The first coys passed the start line at 0350 hrs a= en. lan and it then that
St Andre Sur 44 | we received a terrifie dissppointment, because it was ghanpfuund that :::: clnl:run:
Orne. of Canade hed not secured the start line as reported. However, agrinst these odds,
MR 02108 the ecoys pushed fwd end then communications feiled to junction as required. Approx
Sheet 40 1|ﬁ at 0530 hrs "A" Coy reported "GOBBO BAERE" tel’'ing the CO that the Calgarys wers

SW { | | 4in MAY SUR ORNE. This was excellent news t wus and the CO tock a new lemss on 1life.

This news, however, was unbased, and led to a terrifiec situation which was very
diffieult to handle from Commend. ™C" Coy managed to get into MAY SUR ORNE end
then due to terrific enemy mortering amd she!lins, the coy was foreed to withdrew

| tc a point some two hundred yerds ' north of the village. "BE" Coy sent through word |
i that our wery dear brogher offr, Major C.C.A.Nixon had been killed by mechine gun |
i i | fire, leading "B" Coy fwd to its objective and the coy hdd come under command of |

and NCO. CSM Relph Wilson and Sgt.Brandon tilk;mmlﬂc for handling the coy |

| under these circumstence=. "D" Coys situation finally beceme ¢learer eand 1t was
! ' found that the coy under Lieut."Sandy" Pearson had gone fwd as pleanned, minus Coy |
| F HQ and the ecy comd Cept.Del Harrison. It was only Coy HQ whieh hed become lost |
! during the adv ® the FAA, [
: | A" soy and "C"™ Coy now beceme pinned to ground by fire and "D" Coy H{ now having
: | reported in, were sent to thelr coy to reorganize, and in time go fwd to assist 4
| wg® Coy. The R H C hed pushed through us to their objective at FUNT NAY LE MARMION|
| and they suféred very heavy casualties. Many priscners were taken during the day #
end the arrogent type of German wes noticeablyjly present among a collection of Foles,
Tkreinlans and Russiamns.
The Hun played meny very dirty tricks on us during the day, such as BEmm sniping |
| at Red Cross sites and the machine gunning of their own men who had been teken .
prisoners by us. He would not even hold fire to allow our plainly identifled
stretcher besrers the chance to evacuate casualties from the field of battle. E:i -
absolutely mowed our RAP personnel down as they attempted evecuation. It ':?l n:n .n _
sable that the Hun was pushing in fresh troops to our front because oppostion

mm tuation %) dle for the |
I!lﬂu%ul becmaming heavier. The situation was ave'y airficult one to han |
| O and he A4id everything humanly possible to ease the situation for the coys. Arty |

| was brogght down everywhere possible both DF and S0S and conc. on callto littls |
bt P.T. 0. |
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| i BnHJ and "F™ Ech were wubjected to a terrific mortaring and shelling during the

g.::;:a & 35-;:31 ' battle and were anything but in a happy position. At 1615 hrs the ¢.0. had s:ﬁt- i

Sk, “’T ‘ brought down by two Fleld Regts and our mortars plus RH C mortars and on orders |
MR 02106105 from the Brigadier the Bn withdrew to the south perimeter of 3T ANDRE SUR ORNE

Sheet 40/16 f where the remainder of the Bn formed a defense line in conjunction with the R H C.

W I i The smoke screen was effective and covered by the carrier Platoon we withdrew to
' ; | aouth of the village of ST ANDRE SUR BENE. The coys moved back qulekly and took up
! ! their new posns along the perimeter of the village. !
| The boys held tight and later at approx 2100 hrs word came through that the R
de Mais who had by now passed through our line in a further attempt to teke MAY |
SUR ORNE, were now held down and would withdraw at onee to ocur new line of defense
; ‘ and relieve the Calgarys and the R H C. The Calgarys and R H C would then be pulle
! ' out of the line and during the night return tc a rear area :ﬂ.ur FLEURY SUR GRNE.
1 At 1700 hrs Lt.Col.D,G.MacLauchlan was relieved by Major 'ern Stott for a period
of much ne-ded rest,and Major Stott was immedietaly put inte the piecture by Erig.
' Magill., Major Thompson, of the Cemerons of Canada , was given the job of oonitruati-
| ing all round defense of ST ANDRE SUR ORNE. Major Stott and Capt.Stewart of the |
' * HC were to assist in this place.
' | After ths short conference by Brig.Masgill , Major Stott, the Adjutant and the IO
| were standing by the 2 IZa ‘s slit trench when a crump of mortar ceme down, quite |
as close as one would ever wish to have them and a piece of shrapnel struck Major |
Stott in the shoulder. During this seme period Major John Campbell of wAR Coy
staggzered into BnHgQ and after his woudd was dressed, both Major Stott and Major
| ' Campbell wers evacuated. Capt.Ross Ellls took over command of the En and carried
| | on all sdministration in an exccllent manner. i
! Many ::l:aullant exarples of hard boiled temacity and "ne'er do cara™ attitudes
|
|

ier platoons,
for danger were shown dur the whole attack, and personnsl 1in the carr ,
-anu:nglltuunn and lig:i;%lt.aon deserve -h-i hearted credit for the excellent

art they pl &i in our success.
! Duringrtﬂel.{ata part of the evening and up until 2400 hrs EnHQ and F Ech were |

sub jected to a pounding by enemy arty end mortars emd it was proven that our l
particular area was anything but healthy. |

.r' | - P.T.0. .
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of emch Aand every man.
heavy as was expsoted becauss of the pounding we had taken.
moment we have 5 Offrs and 172 ORs casualtiss, in killed,
number 1s being whittled down, as some missing men are st
battle and another "win®™ for us.
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ulet and men slept ,washed and

called an "O™ Gp
10, which was cslled at 1100 hrs., The now
he last sction end outlined the plams for t
The balance of the day was very quiet and no mortaring or

While we 414 not teke our objective the Bn, an
excellent Jjob and are to be gcongratulatsd.
mark which has been set for them and Lt.Col.D.G.MecLauchlan can well be proud

Qur casualties were heavy in one way, but yet not as |
Uno ffielally, at the
ded, missing. This
raz . ling beck. Hn‘hhr

4 tanks and supporting arms 414 an
The Bn certainly held up to the high

Falr end warm.
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We have st least mansged to draw all of Herr ’\}‘;:V
Hitler's femous 88 troops to our point and this relieves the other fronts for this _
very important hour in the battle of Freedom,

Dull and cool.

Up until 0430 hrs we all sat tight awalting word that the H de Mals had taken ]
over our position of the south perimeter of ST ANDRE SUR ORNE and then on finally
receiving this word, the Bn moved back to FLEURY SUR ORNE. Our move back was quite
uneventful and our new quieter area was received by every man as a God send.

Men literally fall aslesp with their equipment
trenches go by the way until they had a sleep. S1it trenche
and slesp came afterwards.
The day was very
Lt.Col.D. G.MacLauch
Gp with the
learned in t

#t111 on and were want to let slit |
s were dug however first

shaved and had a good square lu.Jl.
at 14 0 hrs after returning from & Bde "0%|
GLlimplr sovered the points

future.
shelling to u“““ﬁ‘r
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France E7Jul Although last night wae somewhat on the mois !!
: ¥ 8lde, everyone aw

Fleury sur b and early thie morning, and in good spirits. After the tirr{rln m;‘::n:s mﬁht :

orne, | | become educated to 1in the last week, 1t will require a locomotive running over our|

MR 013642 | 8lit trenches to keep us awake in this rear area. |

Sheet 40/16 - 8o far, very few ghells have dropped even near to us and although we are still i

W . . in a very forward area, rest 1s Quite possible. The lads are busily cleaning up

I and giving everything a general scrubbing prior to our coming show.
| | uliar that everyone is looking forward tE the next event b-nfuu we lﬂ i:v':":-?;m?
i | definite scores to settle,hsving lost a great number of our buddlies, '
| ; At 1145 hre Lt.Col.D.G."acLauchlan held a Coy Comi's meeting and it 1s strange
| ' to see such a declded change in Commgnders, Capt.John Bright commande A Coy; l,'.‘,.,pt.'
| | Wyn Lasher commende B Coy; Capt.George Stott commands C Coy; and Capt.Del '
| g Harrison, D Coy. The C.0O. covered a great number of points in reorganization of |
- | the Bn and the new comds are very enthusiastic, Several promoticne amongst the
- NCCs took place and we are alnvlﬂntummg around to our normal establishment,
i It really is surprising how the suffered los:-es in Comds of all grades, |
’ During the afterncon, Major R.G.Blater, B.M., 5 Cin Inf Bde arrived at EnHQ ;
and interrogated the remaining officers of each coy, on each phase and etep of the
| TaGt attack. SI% Bection drew up an eblargement of the srea ST ANDRE SUR ORNE. This
| enlargement will be a progresciv. build-up showing all features and location of
| trouble during the 1.8t battle and should be a definite help in the study of the
I next attack over the same ground.

Lt.Col.D.G.MacLauchlan and the I.0., visited 5 Cdn Inf Bde at 1430 hrs and the
' ¢.0. and Brigadier spent approx 1} hre "rehashing" our portion of the AT ANDEE
| battle and going into complete "post mortem® detalls,
| REM Bowen has a prty digzing a bomb proof BnHQ under the rallway tracks. It 1s
i quite a Job, but will be done to ensure a gsafe place for the executicn of B,
business, e balance of the day wae quiet and the only highlight being the visit
of the Paymaster Fole Higeins to the "front line". If he has to go any further
forward thaf our rear area,where we now are, he demands an armoured car or tank.
During the evening 3 = 8Zmm shells landed too close for comfort and now everyone /

18 on their guard, We were becoming a little careless. (A
Weather B Clear and cool !
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France 28Jul Today activity was at a minlmum arcund the Bn area. General cleaning up and |

|
Fleury Sur | W | | eontinued Wwashing of dirty clothes secmed to be the order of the da
Orne . ! | Maljor 80 Robinson and Capt.Fose El1ie visited "A" Echelon during!;:h- morning
! |
|
|

¥
MR 01364 and spent an hour or sc with Lt.Col.D.0.HMsclLauchlan on the reorganizing of the En !'
Eheet 40/16 and of prospective and imnedlate changee in personnel. The G.G.E:rllm :E.nt some time
= | writing letiers of condolence to next of kin of our departed officeres and NCOs.Coy '

! Comds are responeible for this type of work for those men in thelr coye who were
i ~ killed and are miseing up until the present time, It is a big undertaking and
: | a very important one. Lt.Col.D.G.MacLauchlan places great lmpertante on the exec—
: | ution of such letters. |
: ‘ ! Work 1s etill progreesing on the BnHY dugout and except for the occasional cave |
| , | 1n all is Guite up according to schedule. At 1900 hrs Lt.Col.D.G.MacLauchlan |
| , i held a coy comd's meeting at "A" Ech and outlined seversl tentative moves in the
, f next sction, and also spent scme time on promotione and &v itchee of personrel with
_ _ in coys. 0CQur strength 1s slmogt normal once agsin,
; - 1 During the C.0s meeting the 3, Capt.Charles de Salaberry arrived with much !
' ‘_ | belated news that we had to put out twWo standing patrols near ETAVAUX, to prevent |
' the infiitration of Huns from the west side of the river inlo our area. The English |
| ’ | are pushing south inte FUGEROLLE, with a one.coy attack. It 1s quite definlte now |
| | that our right flank will be entirely cleared before our next action, This news |
| | 1e accepted with great applause bty our Coy Comd's and 1s certainly a great rellef |
| to the C.O. Later about 2200 hrs, one patrol was cancelled becsuse the FMRe are
sending patrole out into the same area and ours will be quite unnecessary.
"Lighta Out" became Very voluntary around 2230hrs and until midnight all was

|

|

I

| quiet, then the Hun dropped a few bombs in our area.
‘ Weather Falr and warm
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Fragnce
Fleury sur
Orne.

MR 013642
She:t 40/16
SW

France
Fleury sur
Orne

MR 013642
Shect LO/16
S

B9Jul

Today has been & very quiet day, throughout, with no excitement whatever., The
lads continue to rest end clean up and it appears now, that with our strength up
to establishment, we are quite prepared to get into battle once again, Everyone 1s
11:.:}1%:13 to get going and get even with the Hun for the definite scores we have to |
settle.

As & matier of fact our meals are beccmlng too good. Everyone is becoming fat l
and lazy and "compos"™ are certainly in order plus & little work. Buring the afters
nocn the "cave"which has been built for EnHQ to execute their very important !
business, was completed, & |

Capt,Ellis made several trips to A E helon to converse with I1%,.Col,.D.G.MacLauchlan
andmany subjects of prime importance were settled. Sgveral new "erowns™ are being
geported by coy comd's and it 1s & pity & little "Hootch™ 1s not eveilable to wet
them, The rest of us sure cculd meke & killing in "wetting our whiatlea™. Af 1830
hras Lt.CollD.G.Maclauchlan cslled anCoy Comd's meeting and using different mépas §
and "Def" viewprints and eeriel photos the group studied the ground eround FONTENAY
LE MAHMION in preparation for our coming job. There is still great contreversy over
the advantages and disadvanteges of "artificlel movement lights™, As per usual !
some like it and some don't. The ‘dlarist hopes the answer is in the negative,.

Around 2230 hrs the Hun sent over a few more plenes as 1s hia usual custom arwn@.

this time. They dropped the ¢dd bomb sround the erce and generally mede & nuiscnecse
of themselves, Our Ack Ack "fireworks" went up in wondercus splendcur btut to mo
apparent evail. And so to bed at 2330 hra,

eather ngr and warm

1 a bﬂ-l“ an;
This morning Padre Hugh Percy held a church service in the caves
Services were held in two pheses end the first one started a:'? 1015 and Ttt;]:En:::E et
1115 hrs. It is an experience that will go down in everyohes' memory. i
are an amazing series of tunnels under thad?urtﬁiaﬁdigigthm at present ar |
ivilian refugees from the surrocunding distr . : :
ﬂll;;:hisgavh:a Lt.Gol%.G.M&cLuuahlun and the I.0. went to 4th Bde Hi at 047646 [

There Brig.Megill met the C.0, and in attendsnoe also were the Div Comd, and Erig.

_Jjulllllin-.-
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Essex end they will report to the Calg I.0. et 0200 hrs M nday Jul 31 at L Bde HQ. i

We ere also sending & working party to the chateeu et 060006 now held by the Easex '
| and they will build up a solid Bnlli, for the attack on TILLY,

3 1 i ion  of
Ry L e 33 WAR DIARY
day of mobilization, creation or embodi- OR it
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B 30Jul Jefferson 10th Bde Comd, and Lt.Col.Zesnong acting Brig.h4 Bde H(, The confereh
naﬂgy gur |44 | was & study of the iit-u;ltif,n ground /TILLY DES CAMPACYES and it was then h’rnu,;:
(mne. ' out that the Calg Highrsd will atteck end hold TILLY on Honday Jul 31,
MR 013642 The C.0. and several othdr high /ranking officers went forward to the Essex
Sheet LO/16 | Bgottish zrea cznd studied Y from thet area. The Cov Comd# errived et 4 Bde |
S | H. nd were teken forwerd ¥y Lt.Col.D.G.MacLeuchlen to & ventage point whowing |
l | the®ground over which they/will have to attcck. f
| The Celgary$ are sending out /= Recee patrol end = portiom of & fighting patrol
from the Essex Scotiish later tonight. The two patrols will be briefed by the |

i Cept.Ross Ellis end Capt.D.Keerns went forward to thia point at 060606 &t 1745 hps

| : to make & Trecce for an approach for the COs reces group at 0800 hrs Jul 31 and for
! | EpHY. It is understood that Ross and Dib were "gniped® by en 8&m and luckily it
{ missed

Dur:’:.ng the evening the CO attended a conference at 5 CIE and the complete plan
of atteck was discussed and laid on for tomOTITOW.

Weather Fair and warm
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France 31 Jul At 0630 hrs all Coy Comds went on a pecce to Thorn House at 060606
Plwury Sur 48  ground over whish they will advance to TILLFY LA CAMPAGNE R Bariee e Hib
Orne. ! ! | one Jeep had a hole punched 1E the radiator by flying shrapnel, end the Coy Comds uﬁ
MR 013?2 i i | had to push the jeep back to 4th Bde Hi, At 0800 hrs the I,0, and a working party |
Sheet 40/16 | ! . of 6 ORs and 1 sige and 1 ploneer went to Lth Bde HQ. The I.0. got off there and
BW | the party went forward tc the Essex Boottish and were met by Cpl.Melanchuk who took !

them to the new comd post of BnHs to dig in and reinforce the poet for esasler
execution of control during the attack. '
The I1.0. interrogated the patrols who had been out during the night in the TILLY
area and the results of the patrols Were far from good, The patrel report was put|
on a trace and the C.0, studied it in conjunetion with Brig.Mggill during the 1..1;‘:1*
part of the morning., At 1200 hre Lt.Col.D.G.MacLauchlan went to 060606 and
witnessed the registration of our arty tasks for the attack.,. The results were \
gratigying. |
During the afternoon everyone spent an hour or two in resting and at 1790 hrs _
the 6.0. held a co-ordinating conference of Coy Comds and all supporting srms, plue
tanks, to tie in all remalning points for the attack tonight. The conference ¥as |
wholly successful and everything points to a very succegsful attack early tomorrow
morning. Zero hour is set for 0230 hre Aug 1lst 1944 and the C.0. left no stone un= T}

turned during the "0" Gpl Ny
The evening was spent preparing for the move. The Bn moves off at 2300 hre and |
will be in the ass, area by 0130 hre Aug lst i, LOB personnel are remaining in our
present area until further notice. :
I _"._“
Weather Falr and warm, L."'Jt -

N
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/ | I
(D.G.MacLauchlan) Lieut.Col
The Celgary Highlanders calo)
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The Calgary Highlanders CA(Q)

Place | Dhate I Hour I
Franoe L £ﬂ3| I Marching tps started thelr
Tilly la = ; The route to be followed was
Campagne & | points. We are to pass down
Fleury sur | | Essex Scottish area behind 06060
Orne. | the C.0"s carrier and Capt.Roes
MR 060606 at 0015
sheet 40/16 FUP after two or three
SW already in the FUF area.

Ths £.0. and 1.0.
ing the carrler behind
house at 060606, An ope

also to start up in support.
During the hour preceding

forward of "yellow® with a section of carriers that the
Mo mowement had been heard

advance,
a tracked veh in the dlstanc
pleased Lt,.Col,D.G.MacLauchl

At 027@ hrs, all hell let

the start line, and was lmme

! ive lines of advance. B Coy wireless
! had to be relayed through other coys, Progress here

hre and crossed oountry in almost total d

thelr wireless in their own prepared posn
the start line upon arrival and walted un

tasks laid on by the C.0., and our men

WAR DIARY

R

Oirbginml,

®
bovrwarilodd ta

{ Kvase heading wot required )

Summary of Events and Information
long trek to our FUP at TILLY at 2315 hre 31 Jul Wi,
elearly marked and guldes wer: placed by important
south around IF8 te Ttutﬁrnl Fa and form up in the
5. m 1nﬁ1m1'ﬂ! ‘u Glt

———

com8t was clear for our

e. This nevwse plus
an and all is set to go
locee, and our arty pa
dv.nﬂ.di

followed by the

ahenl as prearranged,

At 0232 hre D Coy passed
diately

in the basement of the pump

room was imrediately set going and K Sige and Bn Bige set
s below ground, The troops formed up behind
t11 0230 hre(H Hour). At 0230 hre arty wae

H Hour reports came in from Bn Bocouts who wWere already

ded the ground fo 1uu1ni!;h|.
ue

other coys in thelr own respect—

falled immediately and all info re this coy
peared to be quite normal at
he nolee was terrific and the

Ny

duplivate  and gl
ONC 2ol Folvela

Cig
~

- 1y

| oinrhs, 4
| b Apgenads i

initinls

D.G.MaoLauohlan and 1.0, in

Ellls, Adjutant in the K Bigs truck left A Echelon
arkness, They arrived safely mt the

lost moments and wers surprised toe find the marching tpe

immediately followed by the AdJutant proceeded up the road, leawvs
and entered thd prepared Bn

around TILIY except the ococasional movement of
the news that there were no mines

lald down rate of 100 yde in 5 minutes. At this time
Hun improved the din and clamour by laying down a terrific mortar barrage and shelled

'apparent DF tasks.
:hithlr
|br mistake into ope.
was not workiin

11, and all avallable

afterwards
ng "Yellow",

S !

|1ine -hnrtlI
'were alsoc crossé

Bn HS resembled a

and thither and runners coming and go
Unfertunately at this
and caused considerable flux,
means of transportation Were bIlE! utilized,

ellow" which Wae a oheck

land a e
| At 0252 hrs word came over
nﬁi that they

ing and the odd casualty
time our RAP and medical
Wounded were bein

alr that D Coy had pasced
llowed by news from thes other coys

P.T.0.

this was fo

i AS

bugr sa¥w around this time with mesagges g0

being direc
evacuation system
attended to by one |

red

T Sl = N

e i —
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France 1 Ané | B Coy wireless wae still out and news was still being relayed. Communications always
Tilly la | bk | manage to go wrong when they are moet needed. BShortly after this message, another
Campagne & | message came through that our troops were under terrific shell fire from our own arty
Fleury sur : This caused great concern for the C.0. and yet 1t d4id not seem poseible. No tasks
Orne | were being fired even close to our own troops. Word wae sent cut to the coye concern=
MR 060606 | ed that 1t was Hun counter shell fire and could not be our own arty. However strong,

sheet 40/16 our meseages Were regarding this unfortunate feeling amonget the troops, messages
W | eontinued to ﬂj.u- in to ops that 1t was our own arty. Lt,Col.D.G.MacLauchlan had our
| fire stopped and still word was received that our own troops Were under our own arty
| | fire. This immediately proved that the Hun Was up to hie old trick of firing inte
our own barrage and in this case 1t was working to perfection. Many casualtles were
cpused by this Hun fire,
Throughout the next few very a nxious hours We received several setbacks. Some of
our troops managed to get into TILLY but were immediately pinned by terrific MG fire
,and mortar fire. B Coy knocked out 2 tanks with the Piat and finally we recelved
word that the coye could not possibly get inte TILLY itself. This was cnused by
terrificounter fire and our troops dug in close to the rallway tracks. The C.0.
ordered our tro ps to get on "Bow Hiver" which was the original B Coy objective, at
all costs, Our tank suprort went in and assisted by the troops umgld to get across
the tracks into the village. Two of our tanks were knocked out by 8Ss and the 3rd one
' withdrew. Our troops Were then forced back and then against terrific odde in the
. form of fire power, at approx 1000 hre and with very few men left, unde r Major Bill
MoQueen, Major Wynn Lasher and Major Del Harrilson the troope Withdrew to the orig-

| inal start line "Blue”.

' During this time a coy of the Royal Hegiment wae compitted to asslst our troops
forward, This attempt failed however and the R.R.C took up position near the start
line on the south side of the mxis of advance, Our men withdrew and were quickly

| organized behind the start line and under the remaining of ficers formed an all round

0
! d:?lnu between "Blue" and"Rellow".
| A1l troops were dug in at once gnd prepared for an enemy counter attack because
word was received that enemy tanks and t.r::é:pl G:;:e ﬁvmunl ::ﬁ:: ?‘mm::a'::pluﬁ
later and the 8 an were o il
unfounded it was disclosed la ¥ R avet tht i aGen vas eds |

I! | ed their decision to withdraw to the C.0. The Brig
at once to have the remainder of the troops go forvward in another attempt at 'Itllmrll.
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llufud ' Capt.Mark Tennant had up until this time been a very busy man getting amme and
- | weapons forvw-rd to the boys. Before the withdrawal the few remaining men were
} | wWithout auto weapons or Flate and Capt,.Tennant got them a supply from one and sll

France
Tilly la
Campagne &
Fleury sur .
Orne, ' road of advance under cover of a heavy fog. The fog was g god send becaues the Hun
MR 060606 | had the road covered by &Zg. After the coy comds had recelved ordere from the C,0.
Sheet 40O/16 they moved to thelr coy areas and prepared to advance once again., During the next
W few minutes, raticns arrived and hot tea wae taken to every man in the line. The
; | advance started st 1430 hrs and the troops managed to get to "Yellow" under heavy

| M3 fire. They remalined in that position until dusk when they returned to thelr rear P
posn and formed all round dgfense posns of *BnHQ and roving patrole, An OF was left
at the north end of "Yellow . -

The Lineoln and Welland Regt of the 10 Bde made an attack in conjunction with ue 3
and came in from the North Eset , as a means of causing diversion of attention,
Thev held their poen untlil later in the evening and at 2000 hrs we were informed
the 10th Bde were going to make a full attack on TILLY at 0230 hrs tomeerow morning,
As from 2230 hrs we are not to do any firing even at snipers who are bothering us
| conslderably. During the evening all was falrly quiet with 1ittle enemy activity v
and 1ittle mortaring or shelling, With troops at "Stand to" and every one on thelr
toes, we awalted 0230 hrs for the Lincoln and Welland attack.

Weather .Fogry and eool.

France At 0230 hrs the Lincoln and We land were to attack but ther= was no activity, no
'!H}.r la . ﬁf‘ noise u:l:? any kind and we do not know even now if the attack has been made, During
c e the day we Were shelled and mortared nun*utmtu. Our men continue to hold on in
6 ’ thelr posn between "Elue" and "Yellow". ‘he RRCs are"remaining in their poen as
Sheet 40/16 ’ | there was no word to withdraw or advance, During the day BnHQ was shelled by &8s
W | | many times and it caused considerable anxlety. Qur casualties appear very high at
? | present and 1t is hoped the 1ist will decrease as more troops who became lost :n %ﬂ
| | original attack are found. Up u:;il now small groups of men have reported in to |
; coys. .
ML have TR B eotad 100 4 e Lincoln and Welland attack had falled

Word also came in around 1%00 hre That the |
l“ﬂufh'.L & W had been forced to withdraw with heavy casualties, We at least know I

sources and hls carriers managed to get them forward to the front line up the main
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LTS ERER, (R | — AP T Y R
France !E Aug | nowWw that the attack was made Around 1700 hrs the Bri ik
. gadiZr arrived |
Tilly la | Uh that TILLY would be bombed by Typhoons at 1500 hra; also we were 1n=:i:.;t:;:i the
Campagne Calgarys will pull out tonight for the rear area at FLEURY and be replaced by the

Escex Bcottldh, who will 14 our present posn. This is very welcome news,
Lieut,Col,D.3.MacLauchfan called an O Gp and lald on a plan of moving out by coys
l' and issued ordsrs alsc to the BRCs, who will also return to thelr own area at the
same time., OCur OFe report mll enemy s8lit and weapon pites to be occupled at 1730hrs
At 1200 hrs the Typhoons arrived and TILLY went up and then down in a meess of smok—
| ing rubble, All eoys have yellow signal smoke ready in case the planes bomb ocur
i poen as well as TILIX,  After TILLY had recelved a terrifie pounding the planes
| did bomb us and thank God had mieses, We threw up yellow smoke and they scon stop-
| ped. Only four bombs Wem aw us and 1t 18 only by the grace of God that their
alm was not so good as that on TIL'X, a
8hortly afterwards our arty played terrifigly heavy fire intc the rubble and many
alr bursts were fired directly over TILLY as'well, It lemseemingly impos=ible
thing for anyone to live under such fire, Snipers continue to be very aftive and
the seemingly imposeible has happened because We are cnce again recelving MG fire
from the slits at TILIY, The Hun 1s like a rat and comes up for more no matter how
| hard we pound him., During the "ening we received a few more mortar bombs and ghells
' and the diarist aged 10 yrs when an 2 went by his back like an expres: train and

| exploded down the road a short distance avay,
. Tize is 2230 hrs for our coys to start withdrawing to the area behind HQ and to
| start the trek home, The RRCe are to precede followed by C Coy B D A and BniQ, The
, . CO and IO are going te a point up near Troteval Fm to check the coys through. Sigs

; once agaln d1d a wonderful Job in keeping omr phone lines intact and deserve a
great desl of credit, It is with great pleasure that we pull out at 2230 hilaﬁm

- : | wend our way home. fhe trip home wae quite uneventful and the 00, 10 and
} Bn out, The Essex took over from us on

leaving and also manned our forward OP,
ing personnel, weary and tired were f1lled by a "tot® of rum and a hot meal.

And so to bed after a tiresome 48 hrs. Our job was %o take TILLY; we did not do
thie but we at least have held the Huns crack 85 tpe and so allowed the western

advance to Brittany to be a euccess, The CO is proud of the BEn and nlljha can be, 4

because every man was in the fighting every minute,
Weather Falr and warm.

gtopped in at Bde Tac HQY to report the
< : We arrived home at cmg hre sand the march-

2
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France ’3 hug ! While all were sleeping, and the time was 0900 hre the O and IV I
Fleury sur Ly | and refreshed and on t.h-:.;- way to Bde to attend an O Gp. It is a ‘b::m!.:ﬂi g;;:;:

Orne I and certalnly a dmy to make one very happy. The Bde O Gp lasted unti) 1215 hrs

MR 01364 - and during the two hours and fifteen mins many points Were covered and the broad
Sheet 40 ' outline of the coming tasks Was given to us, The best news is that we out for
5w , another week or 10 days.

. Lieut,Col,.D.G. MacLauchlan held a coy comde meeting at 1400 hre at A Echelon and
. - | covered points received at the Bde 0 Gp. This meeting lasted until 1715 hre and
| | the officers were warned of another Yoy Comd's meeting at 2200 hre tonight to clar—
| { 1fy certalh prevallaing probleme and readjust the Bn, There wil! be no reinforce-
|I! ments for a while because of an acute shortqge at the present moment. We are to
| organize the Bn with the remaining men and bulld up as Wwe are able,
! During the evening the area was very quiet with only the nolse of our own arty
| pounding away at the Hun., The troops received thelr beer ratlons today and a sur-
prise to all was English beer in cane. At 2200 hrs Pipe Major Neil Butherland and
the pipe band entertained the area with a grand retreat programnme. Lights out ls

early agalnand the boys are disappearing very early into their slit trenchee into
dreamland, A complete casualty list is stil] not avallable and the diariet ls @

i prone to glve cut an estimate,
Weather Falr and mild,

I i i

I .
France 4 Aug - Another grand morning and all awakened in good spirite. Normal routine of clean-
by ! ing up and general interior economy comprised the full morning., Jerry must be out of

Fleury sur

Orne | | range now with his mortars because our area is falrly qulet. {

MR 01364 ' ! At 1430 hrs Lt,Cod,D.G. " acLauchlan called a Coy Comds nnting'.nd general ﬂurg;n

Sheet lmﬁlﬁ ‘ , | ization and promotions were the mal nhhﬁ“;; m;nunam:??g hnﬂd :mu?::}:ﬁuﬂ-ﬁﬂ;ﬂ-
he call of the ant, a

aw and will be resuged at the cal  H0. It 38 hoped that problens will

|
! | ing a two days refresher course at Maln D

| be clarified in full. At 1930 hre Lt,Col.D
’ ! u.n ;tttiﬂg and at 2100 hre word arrived that the 0O gnd AdJt were to report to the

| ' " &th Recce area at MR 0362. There is a chance we will take over this area and allow
- | them to move elsewhere, The Coy Comd's meeting dispersed at 2110 hrs, S 06 : |

.G. MgoLauchlan and the Coy Comd's resumed
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France & lL.qnug:“mm' " The 0O and Adjt drove to the area and picked the ooy posns. Tomorrow '1
Adjt will take the coy Comd'"s forward to recce thelr coy sreas, Time ":nﬁl ﬁh;ﬁ_

Fleury sur
Orne The I Bection prepared an elaborate sand model in a nearby farm yvard of
MR 013543 _ URNE and FONTENAY LE MARMEN area in preparation of our coming ﬂﬁ%, How {i‘j_l.lilﬁ%r
Sheet 40/16 | that the model will not be used if We take over from the Sth Recce,
= ! The evening was very quiet and only once did we hear evidence of mortar fire cor
shelling. During the day our armour mov:-d consistently up and down the front making M
i a conaiderable dust screen and it 1s felt that 1t 18 a movement to confuse Jerry., \
|
! ' Weather Fair amd warm
France 5 Aug This morning at 0830 hrs the Ad)t, Capt.Foss Ellis tock the Coy Comd's and RSa on
Fleury sur La a recce of the 2th Recce arca, The I0 returned to Div accompanlied by the scout offr
orne to complete the Pnd and laet day of the 1 refresher courss.
MR 013642 The morning was very quiet and there was 1ittle activity sround the En area. At
y Comds returned from thelr recce, quite satisfled tc take

Sheet 40/16 1200 hres the Adjt and Co
S over the new area, Our strength ie now back up to 65 per coy and full complement
of officers, At this rate we ghould be back I;E normal very shortly.
At 1430 hre Lt,Col.D.G.MacLauchlan called a “oy Comd's meeting to tie in final
arrangements for our move to the 8th Recce area. This me:ting was broken up at 1530

hre by an order to report to 5 CIE HQ at once, The OO and Ad)t reported to Brigadler
| Megill and received orders to immediatel ltnrt&rlparat.mm for the move, Not to the
8th Recce but to the south through 8T RE , MAY and on to FONTENAY., There is proof
at the moment that the Hun has pulled ocut on the right flank west of the OFNE, The
53 Div hae been pushing south. Ther: 1s alsc reason to believe that the Hun has pulled
out from our front and 5 Bde will push south at once towards FALAISE, The REC push
| into MAY, The R de Mals will push ghnuﬁl:itm R EC to FONDPENAY LE MARMION, The
Celgary Highlanders will tail the R de g8 behind one and a half hours, Times are
not av btle at the moment,
' :tnl t%.hr: :h- 80 held a coy comd's mecting to give the order of march ﬂ% th:pin
a few pointe remaining before the job, During the evening llt was "r: ﬁl;h"--" -
Bi1l Riley and Capt.Dick Cornelius of 5 Fd Regt are to be With us again. Y)
! - grand chaps and are glad to have them back with us, __

Weather Falr and warm,
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FRANCE, IFS. 6 mlg_ | At approx 0200 hrs the Bn had completed its e Ctran TLETRE SR DRG0 the v |
MR 939333 LL . viecinity of IFS, The take-over from the #th Recce Was very orderly and done quietly
Sheet 40/16 - | and effectively. As one tp of &th Recce pulled out, one coy slmply "rolled" inte
SW | | already prepared slit trenches, BnHe was a cinch because the 8tn Recce RIS was a
| | completely sandbagged dug out, and another exactly the same for the 1 Sec and Bigs, <
: Calg Highrs sent out two patrole replacing the Bth Recce on the patrol programme ;i
| | and did excellent Jjobs, One was a recce and the other a fighting patrol. The fight- |
ing patrol could not get into a scrap because the enemy ran from them when aittacked,
The new area is very Quiet and this is attributed to the fact that mo unnecessary
movement is allowed around the area.

There has been only the occaslonal mortar bomb and the odd shell dropped arcund the
area and none actually in our rear linee. Our forward coyes have been shelled slightly.
Lt.Dol.D.G. MacLauehlan and the 1.0., Lieut,Stu Moore attended a bde "0F Gp at 20730
. hre and were treated to good newe, The blg push 1s about to take place and ig really
5 ; good newe because this 1e the push to the end and muet succeed, Large formaticns of
. . | armour and 3 Inf Dive ané included . There is the 2nd and 3rd Cdn Inf Dive and the
; ; | 51st Highland Div, Our part is follow up at first and breaking out in phase 2 to lake
: | and hold BRETEVILLE SUR LAIZE, We will have terrific support inecl alr thie time and
‘ 1t should be a good show, D Day ie tomorrow. H Hour 1s not determined as yetl.

After the Bde "0" @p Lt.Col.D.G.MacLauchlan called an "0" Gp and every Coy Comd

Summary of Events and Information

| | and every offr of all support and arty crowded into a dugout, Dbig enough for 3 at th
. most and 1t became so Warm, all were "done %o a turn", The C.0. passed on the story
'n complete detall and at 4200 hrs the meeting was dispersed.

Weather Falr and warm,

After being up half the night with "0* Gpe and patrol reports the diariet is a
MR 03953 11ttle tired today. The area Was very quiet durihg the morning, and no shelling or |
Sheet 4&315 . mortaring wae sent over to bother us, This 18 a definite relief to one and all, .
sW i ; | Meals are a little irregular and a 11tile cold when they do arrive in thls area
' ' because of the ban on daily movement. Erig.Megill arrived at approx 1000 hrs and we
1 are warned to move our ﬁ coye back a few hundred yarde to allow the fth Bde to take

| over our ppens and make way for the armour lanes. % l

D —

i

I

FRANCE, IFS :
T
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FRANCE, IF8 T i | This move will be made at approx 1400 hrs. During the morning the C.0
MR 6}9535 uf" |  Comd's meeting and cleaned up many points, too numerocus to IETI.T-‘JJI'.I.. gt b
Sheet 40/16 , At 1400 hrs Lt.Col1.D.G.MscLauchlan and the I1.0. Went to Bde to attend a final
L , | "O" Gp on the big push to come later tonight. The "0" ®p finished at 1670 hrs
| and all tie in points were complete and everyone satiefied of their own move, Calg
' Highre will move into VERRIERES at 05260B:relieving the 8.8,Rs for our part in
i ; phase 1, This move will take place at 0030 hrs & Aug L&,
. i Upon returning fromthe Bde "O" Gp Lt.Col.D.G.MacLauchlan called a En "0* Gp ana
l { all final pointe were covered for our move. There 1s to be a terrificly large
J | bomber rald upon several key points amdapprox 1000 toge of bombs will drep on each
' | one, This 18 good news,
§ The evening Was epent preparing for the move and supper wWae served at 2030 hre,
| The concentration of tpe and armour within the small area of IFS is a sight to @/
| behold and it will sure be a relief to break cut of the "sardine can®, g
' I ' W eather Fair and warm,
FRANCE | 8 Aug ' At approx 0010 hre the Bn moved from IFS at MR 011650553 across eountry to TROTEVAL
Verrieres - bl | FM and thence to our first objective VEFRIERES MR 0560 sheet 40/16 SH, We were
MR 0560 sheet ' | heavily shelled and mwortared throughout the move and 1t is only by the grace of God
ho/16 oW, . ' | that there wer: no casualtlies, Marching tps were followed by a skeleton F Echelon,
Roquancourt | i | We ar'ived at VERRIERES around 0130 hre and the tps dug in at once, Some former
MR 025! sheet | | BBR slit trenches were uesed to good admtng‘ as well, BnH< was set up in a demol-
ko/18 nw i | ished farm house, where the 85R had also made their Hi. Upon entering building
CALlbuet | muffled cries Wwere heard eminating from a pile of rubble, and a party set out to
MR 0555 sheet | . | extricpte some buried SSR lade. The I Section room which had been partyf of the 53“.
ho/18" Ww [ | BnHQ had received a direct hit by a Jerry shell and the four lads were relieved in |
Brﬂlrul!;u.ur ' | tige to eave their 1ives, They Were sure in poor shape and were sent at once to |
Laize MR 3= hosplital. '
052 gheet ’ | At 0430 hrs Lt,Col,D.G,Mackauchlan and the I.0. gttended an "0" Gp at Bde where |
o /14 nw I f | orders were received to proceed at once on the next step of our follow up"ﬁ'x s
| PROQUANCOURT, and once again dug in. BnH was set up around a Jerry 7.5 om f,:! |
| site and here 2 prisoners were taken from a dug out. The armour ;;i.dm imuu:;ng '.
| ! gight around thie area. Tanke and AFVe of all deescriptions HIHP"I;IQ‘ up |

S ————
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& Augl to push Jerry back etill further and were present in hundreds. cf-rawsers
During the morning, at approx 1000 hrs the C.0., and I1.0., attended lhoth.r LR
Gp at Bde at Tﬂ!l‘fi FM, Orders were here received to proceed by 1200 to our
start line behind CailTuet., The Bn moved forward over open ground o CAIL a
with very little op osition from Jerry except for HEW and the odd shell. GHL'&ET
hoWever became a very hot epot for us and Jerry continually shelled our posne ¥ith
everything he owns. At 1300 hres the C.0., and 1.0,, once again atrended an "0" Gp
| . ‘at Bde held in 2nd Cdn Armd Bde HS, and orders were recelved to proceed at 1600 hre
' f our H Hour, to our objective at BRETTWILLE BUR LAIZE, Heavy bombers knocked
i | BEETTWILLE apart for a half hour prior te our attack. The Bn moved forward into the
' attsck at 1600 hrs and once again we advanced over open country and fringed by evil
looking woods, To our utter surpriee we were not molested and the four rifle coys
| passed over the hill and down into the demolished town, Except for the odd MG no
enemy sounds wer- heard, As the C,OL and 1.0, in the carrier, came over the high
ground a Jerry 25pm ATk gun fired I shots at the carrier and luckidy Just missed
the veh. The oc upante jumped out and ddve into the ditch, where many more shells

were directed elightly overhead, D Coy carrier was hit immediately in front of the
CO's carrier. Both carriers were brought back up the hill a lnu{‘; 1;:&:' nndfuer-
ur troopso

left in the wood above BRETIWILLE where BnHe was finally set up.
tanks did a magnificent jobped are crscleled s il Macaetciiy deT Ra I o oicas dspht flavk .
During the evening the c.0. uat-dﬁrmiasl n to withdraw the four rifle coys to
| the high ground surrounding ERETTAI and to hold the town from this vaniage point.
Brig.Megill concurred and the coys were withdrawn. As the coys came back up the hill
: Jerry shelled the area and many casualtles wers received. Tris shelling brought
| our wounded to threc Wounded officers, Major Blll Hcﬁuu:a Capt.Wilkes and Lleut.
| Kirby and Lieut,Ford shell shocked. J ORs killed, 39 wounded, and 26 miesing. Later
| on 6 ORs turned up and brought our missing list down to 20. 2
| i The boys dug in and tock up all round dlf::;u.tﬂl'; ':nﬂr:::.ﬂ':;'bzril';;“ﬁ,rﬁ i
¢ t 8
g | the scouts, During the night we also sent out patiro A LR iy

f the lads t in a
VILLE. The night was falrly quiet and a Tew o ¥ meﬁ“ MR T . the

| | |  One very noticeable thing 1s the aggresslveness
lads in building elit trenches and magnificent dug outs, Once again We are Success

ful in'taking and holding our objective - BRETWILLE SUR LAIZE, |
Weather Fair and warm, !

——==
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FRANCE,
Brettwllle
aur m;.‘
MR ol53=0542
Sheet L0/1L
NW

F -
BERTRViLLE

iﬁ'oi“gl ngt 2
:'hut thl?

7 e

This morning word arrived from the GOC to once again occupy BRETIVILLE, We will |
occupy 1t with 3 coys and leave the 4th coy on the high ground by BnHQ %o hold thie!
area. D Coy 1s left behlnd as th.irLiﬁia-nt posn Warrants no move for them, The
| other 3 coye wen% back into BEETTAI and occuplied the same poans they had held

yesterday, This movement wasn't quite as simple as was atl first belleved, because
| several MBs had beern placed neatly and caused some consternatlon for the coy comds
| but they pressed on and took their posng as per plan. B8coute and snipers were sent
| out on patrols and brought in a nil report re enemy activity.

‘ Prisoners number 2 Offrs, and 19 ORs up until the present moment. They are of a

poor grade and are partly Russlan and Polish and very willing to be taken prisoners.

They claiz 3 Inf Bne of enemy are forming up in the wood directly south 3 kilometers

of BRETTVILLE and that thelr own J coys are out of ammo.

The balance of the day wae very quiet and sleeping 1in gshifte the troops obtalned
| gome rest and managed 2 hot meals which Were received very gratefully. Water and
| food had wWe none— from the end of the fight to the time it began.

' The C.0. and I.0, attended an "0" Gp at Bde at 2130 hrs and the Brig put the group
in the picture regarding all surrounding sovements of Allied tps. Our "push to the
end"is so far very successful and the 4th Cdn Arm'd Div is within 5 miles of FAILAISE,
We are to remain in our present area for at least the time being, and a large plan
18 in progress for other Dive around us. A rest will do us good and give us time

re-organlize,

Weather Falr and warm.

Another bright sunshiny day and fortuhately another quiet one too, Jerry ls sure
| pushed back because ther 1s only a very odd ehell coming our way. It 1s also quite |
| evident that he has thinned out considerably in strength. I

Most of the tps spent the day in qulet slumber and rest, around thelr coy areas. |
| There were many visitors to BnH% today inecl. Major Doug Tobarteon, a former Calg |

O0fficer now at Army, Patrols were sent out once again tut no evidence of enemy ,

activity was found and a nil report arrived into Bde. !

At 2000 hre Lt,Col.D.G, Maclauchlan and the 1.0, went to Bde and the C.0. spent i
| an hour with Brig., Megill, Bde HQ staff are getting bolder and ;n%dlr every day. Thqg
- - - 1

W Semip i e ———
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bothering us.

In reading the narrative of the B EILEVILLE attack, many points were found missing
and as these points definitely affected the success of this attack, it i3 found
necessary to make an addition in the form of an a,pendix.

During the original attack op BHEITEVILLE SuR LALZE, the Hegt de Walsenneuve made |
a parallel attack on our left flank with thelr objeotige, the little village of
WiLuY MR 0651 Sheet 7F/3. Between the two Bos we had a troop of tanks from the bth
\ m'd Bde. The R de Mais were not a3 successful as our:elves in gatting fwd quic-ly
with the result that when we took 5. .8ViLLE our left flank was exposed and the run
brought 454 £ire oo our tps fr m a short distance of 400 yds. Later the R de Mals
looated this Nebelwerfer posam and succeasfully took two brand new weapons with a
aapply of ammae. _

ihen the ooys entered 5 .si.EVILLE, BaHQ personnel loocated snemy by obaservation in |
the Lmmediate front approx 1000 metres distant and as this posa would in all 1ike- [
1ihood oause trouble later oa, the tanks within the close proximity of BaHQ brought lI

by fire on to the observed posn and wer: gertainly very successful in knoecking out

an OP and hy My and rifle posn, loocated im a large home south of Hus ryBVILLE, It was

also at this ti.e that the tanks knooked out an 0Y on our right flask whieh had "arm-:a-.u-'1

ie then withdrew to the high ground surrounding the village and the nex
day were ordered to re-occupy BRETVEVILLE agaln.

The seconfl move into BREI(EVILLE was not an easy one because during the alght Jer:
had placed some Mi and Sssoipers in commanding po3ns within the town. As our coys work
ed fwd they were fired upon by these posns and the coys lost no time in exterminating
the Hua., However, there are two or three bright spots within this portion of the
story. Oae sniper and rifle posn was takea out by a salper from the Ba and Pte.Cook,
A.isde of A Coy, single handed, and took out several MGs and riflemen in oOne posm.
This enemy posan had until that momont been holding up the adv of A Coy and l#wraulrl
the adv of the Bn. Pte.Cook has often beea referced to as the mag Wb took BRIT.EVILLE.
Asother excel lemt example of heroism is a stery told and recorlel of Majer wog ¥llS

onr Aujt at the uwim® ana now A woy comd.,
Daring the pull out of the coys to the high gronnd commanlhg BrerrEVILLE after the
first attack, the Hum opened intense 8% mm fire and severely mussed up the mv::ut.
Many of our gallant lads were killed and wrunded and medical evaouatlioa was a very
dlrgm-ﬂ.t shisgs The medlocal orderlies sar—~1ed on very herolocally and as fast as
PuleDs
B ————
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they 9.wiu Pvedivay @vse, However cas Were SO numerous, many wounded had to wait |

a long time before evacuation. Major Ross Ellis heard that Capt.Wilkes of D Coy '

was severely wounded and lying in a shell hole down the hill. Word arrived that |
Capt.Wilkes would not allow himself to be evacuated ustil every one of his men f"'"“i‘{?
had been recovered. Major Bllis, personally in the face of inten-e fire, went to /|
Capt.Wilkes's gssistance and brought him to medlcal care. Major Ellis had to carry |
Capt.Wilkes the greater part of the distamce up hill, possibly 250 yds. l
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FANCE Q !__nmr hl_ﬂu t.h-t:r HQ in the very front line and iAf we-don't watch - ;
Eretiwille 4 .\ be moving inside enemy lines and functloning from there. The E?;Ltg:id‘iléu;wn

ments have arrived and we are now nearly up to stre
ngth once in,
News today shows the Yanke closing around our southem fll.nk.‘gl:ld. into a falr strik=
l ing distance of PARIS, The end 1g at last,in view. In the later part of the eveni
. :Iz;gfnLﬂltt;. g;u :ﬂgruﬁluzud withp:hn R de Mais and arranged for a Chateau as nurn‘
| ] e is lines. L] t1 1 n ™
I e v e parations will begin first thing tomorrow morn=-
Jerry landed a few stray shells in ERETIWILLE around 2200 hres and hit t

: he n
prepared road messing it up again, elightly. Meals are getiing a litile m:r:.:ifg—
ular now btecause A Echelon and F Echelon are right up fowward with us.

sur Leize ‘ | comds meeting twice today and discussed the personal problems in detall, Reinforce-

, ; , Weather Fair and very warm,

! i
Brance !I.lutug . This morning, Lieut,8tu Moore, ®n I.0,, took a working party ef 6 ORe and an NCO
Brettwille ' | to the site of our new BnHS and set about gelting the new quarters in a state of
eur Laize i _ | readiness. By 1100 hrs BnHS had comple¥ly moved and everyone appears quite happy
MR 058 | in their new home.

25 i
gheet Eﬂflhﬂ'lf: . ! The Coy Comde epent a great portion of the day in ld]ultin%' gornunnﬂ. and re-org—
; | anizing their own troops under the supervision of Lieut.Col.D.G.MacLauchlan. Thie in

' | a lot big-er jJob than appears onthe surface and requires a great deal of thought.
| | We are slowly coming up to strength and now W total 756. With the number of reinf-
| orcements coming up after the last three weeks fighting, the En does not appear 1like
| the old one, With only a very small percentage of the orisinal gang still ahout.

Me Jor Wynn Lasher of B Coy returned to us today h.gﬂn&'upmt he 1ast week in hos-
pital with a plece of shrapnel in his nose. He locks 1 ﬂghting fit again.
Word arrived today that the body of Major "Cy" Nixon former comd of B Coy, Who had
been migsing since our attack on MAYSUR ORNE and ST ANDRE SUR ORNE last jul 25th
had been found and hie body plced 1n the emall Canadian cemetery East of 8T ANDRE
SUR ORNE near BEAUVIRFM, BSeveral other Calgary lads were also found, and thelr

| | names are not known at present,

| i— gy — - - —
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France 1 Aué | The day Was very qulet and Jerry left our area alone throughout th : !
Bretuville sur 44 | light and darkness, He must be pushed back a considerable ﬁtem,f ﬁ“lﬂa}gfhg:r
Laize. ! | Lisut.Col.D.G.MacLauchlan attended a Bn Coma's meeting at Bde. The Brigadier put
MR 0255!;5 sheit | | the C.0.'s in the picture as to the present situation and the coming job for the
ko/1 . Bn. At present Bdes are simply relieving each other to esse the strnin and monot—

Good news is thet the Mobile Laundry and Bath will be avalleble, to the BEn some—

ony. We will possibly relie = the £th Bde of the 5rd Div, 1in the next 2 or 3 du*ys.@/
time tomorrow, We gure need a tath,

Weather Falr and very hot.

France 1z Av.lg Anothergrand sunshiny rmorning 5:1& nothing to do but clean up and get our equlpment
Eretwwille supr U4 and personnel back into shape. ur new HQ 1s excellent and 1t 1e hoped that we
Leize remain here at least a few more days. At 1200 hrs however all those hopew were dask-
MR ng&g_gﬁ ntht | ed to pleces and bad news Was received by the C.0. that we are to prepare tc move
Lo/1 I | fwd. At the Bde "0" Op at this time orders to move fwd by 1300 hre were received
Mesmil Touffley I i very urwillingly. We are to push fwd to MESHIL PAlAEREY and go into coneentratlon
MR O h I | with the B de MAls immediately in rear in preparati n for a big push southwards,

LE IE? L - The Uth Bde are making a drive ahead of us and when their objectives are taken

MR 0 I3 ' we will once agesin push southwards to our ultimate cbjective at CLAIR TIZOHN,

! We moved b y 1430 hre and upcon arriving at MEEWIL TOUFFLEY we wem ordered to
concentrate here instead of a f=w metres Westward at MESHIL ADMORT. Two coys who
: were slready fwd in MESHIL AUMONT were drawn back and we tock up a Bn position
| around MESH!L TOUFFLEY, It was a very hot, long and dry march for the trocps.
Upon going into MESHIL TOUFFLEY the command group came under hy shellfire and
once again, as on many previous occaglons the C.0,E carrier was a chief target,
The carrier escaped damage but very unfortunately Iriver Eradley was killed by R
f1ying ehrapnel, During the etay in MESHIL TOUFFLEY of a few hours we were cont-
1?ur.|r.m.11;r ghelled and even under these adverse conditions the men Were fed at @/
00 krs.

Weather Falr and very hot.
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France 13 Aug We were ordered to push on by 0l45 hrs and once again we headed southwards to CLAIR
MESTIL TUUFF44 TIZ0%, via MOULINES, LE BEQUET apd LES HCOULLES. It was a vicious, dark nlght and we we
REY to travel over territody, not recce'd before, aod over tralls taken from the mep and |
MR 0549 through country where we had no knowledge of enemy posns., The movement was carried ou
Sheet TF/3 very well and very uniforamly by all. The Bn had two "I" Sec people in front and they |
LE MESNIL must be congratulated for the splendid work of map reading which they executed. We '
MR 0545 travelled all night and the hours werc most anxious ones. The trails were really trail
Sheet 7F/3 no wider than a carrier, and very difficult to follow even at 'he best of times, How- |

ever, including the odd road bleock,high banks oo either side and the occasional shell |
we pushed fwd until at 0545 hra our leading tps cleared LE MESNIL and here we wars
ordered to stop and take up a 5p posn arond the area. The Huns were cerbainly on the
run and we took a,prox 75 prisosers. Fightiog up antil now had not been fierce bmt wvery
antagonistic cau-ed by well placed MGs and Infantry 1l,,g".li: guns. |
de remained here until 1400 hrs when once again we proceaded Fwd to take CLAIR T1204
Many queer things happened around LE MESSIL during our stay there. Ope was the taking |
over of a Jerry HAP and its MO plus ocas. Prisosers simply poured into our cage eod look-
| ed like a queue going up to the ticket box at a theatre, with the To actinz as doorman.
Each and every pris-ner had am All ied learflet entitled "Safe conduct" assuring them of |
good treatment if taken prisoner. ‘he_e leaflets were haoded to the TOD like tickets
to the piocture show, accompanied by "Me camarad™ They suelled asif a bath had been |
lacking for wesks and they ajpeared half starved as well. (pe® young Husm when trylng .
to assist his pla.con hold off "D" Coy comnanded by Major Del Harrlwon, saw he was nat|
| getting anywhere fast and threw away his rifle and ras like hell for the safety of D '|
i Coy lineas.
' ru“mr interesting incident was & young German who Jdmped out of the bushes into
Capt.Mark Tennant's Jeep &s it passed by and refused to get out. FHe Jjust wapted to be
aafe and away from our fire and bombing. ]
‘ An RAP jJeeD taking Sgt.Al.Palfegfoier to hospital with a very bad head wound took a |4,
J wropg turn and ended up in Hug lines, Palfepanier and & medical orderly were taken pri-
' soper and the driver masaged to escaep: from his guard, and tell us the stewy. BoHQ
| rema.ned at LE LESSIL ustil the clever plan laid os by Lieut.Col.D.G.MacLauchlan was
executed by the per;ever-ing coys and then moved fwd to LES HOULLES., The coys famed

i P.Te00

e ———————
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Franoce 15 Aug thelr way into CLAIR TIZON step step with the coys lea y
MESHIL TuUF:| 44 helding firm. ¢ Coy commended ::.; I!&lg Heyland mni out Lfﬁﬁﬁgt;?ﬂ;n %h:it&l;.v:;ﬂ ﬁﬁ
HEY many sighs of relief were heard. It had been glving us hell.
ME 0549 At 1500 hrs two coys, A and B were zcross the river LATZIE and two coys © and D .
Sheet 1!{3 took up posns on the west side of the river. The town was definitely in our ‘n.ands' '
LE MESHIL and the original Jjob of formi g the bridgehead had been completed. Another success |
MR 0545 for the Bn and & good on® too, with a small percentage of cas numbering 3 killed and
Sheet TF/3 wounded. During the evaening we were heavily shelled and mort:red, and yet no zigm
of breaking, we are hanging on like the proverbial bulldog,. : |

Ma jor Wynn Lasher who had Juszt returned to the Bn after a face wound =% TLl.ui LB |
COWPAGYE, once again managed a wound and yet not enough for a "Hlighty". He is not
bappy because he is rumoured to have sald "Epgland bere T occme" and now he isn't
gerious enough to warrant the trip. B Coy tock a German Hegt'l Comd as POW.

During the svening the R de Mais attempted to push through our dug in fwd lines
to gain their objeftive but were repelled by the enemy with considerable cas, as they
withdrew out of our fwd area. ‘hey were withdrawn es the 6th Bde was pushed through
to take up posns East of CLAIR TIZON onm the high ground. This attack was suocessful |
| and pow we are onoe agaln transferred to a posm behind the froat. Our fim bridgnhea”

was the reason for their success.

At 2345 hra the CO and Io were called to a CO'a conference at Bde. At this time & A
epnenmy was shelldg and mortaring us and it was a terrific experiencé, especlally lo a | 7
Jeep to cros: this ground which contalned many énemy anipers who had infiltrated back [~

hrough our lines.
| ‘Weather Falr and warm. \

o
F 4 | After a ve réstle-3 night caused by hy shelllig and mortaring we were tregted o
LALR e ] \? : d and yet the state of morale is at an

CLALIE TIZOH| 44 | another beautiful day. ‘he tps are very tire /
it 064435 une-mparable height. (he mem are ha py and disclpline is perfeet. They are prouad of
them.elves for the grand job the Bn has dope in securing the bridgehead,geroas the
LAI Zi, The lads may well be yroud too because tiey did a grand Job. r
iy -
During the morning Liesut,Col.D.u.MacLaughlan attended an "0 G‘&;ﬁf %ER?:EBEEH’.I;IE&

; g AIR TLZ0Y and L.oS noULLES to LUURNE .
ed orders to move back from CL L A g e

held at present by the RRC and Essex and they are . 0
moved atpap,JmI lgﬂﬂ hrs and strangely the Huan allowed our move to take place
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France 14 Aug quietly and we received no shelling whatever, O M-
Clair Tizon i Lth Bde st TOURNEEOU and recce'd Eur new area, aE:i BE]: E:-:n:ﬁdﬂ;i:;: = tﬁn;h'
-y - | Fast of CLAIR TIZON. In the new srea at TOURNEBOU we dug in and by 1600 hre we
Sheet 10/14 8W | had tied in with the R de Mels slightly south east of our posn snd all coys .
Les Houles | reported "Cherlie® Charlie is our code word for "in and consolidated fuly"® 1
MR 0 3 | l The C.C. was relieved by Ms jor Robineon our 2 i/ec and the 6.0. went bnck‘ for a |
‘gg"t bghuﬂ “::I errned rest to "A" Ech, Everyone is o tired now we are almost to the numb
urnebou etage. |

MR oljlhy During the day a few chickens haprened to be wounded by shrapnel and the smell
Sheet Lo/148W fried chicken filled the eir, and what a grand esmell. Leter in the ‘“nm;?:rﬂﬂf

ceme out in full force, of about 2 of his famed Luftwaffe and managed toc Adrop =

few bombs in the area to our rear, It i& pos-ibly his idea of retaliation after

:il“at;:réﬂc tombardment thie afterncon at FONTAIN LE PIN, And soc to bed after .@/

o ay.
Weather Feir and hot
!

France 5u¢l-ld _ We certalnly do get moved around, First thing this morning a message arrived
Tournebou | and was latér confirmed by an LO from Bde to move at once. northward to URVILLE,

MR o41447 l For a while 1%t loocked as 1f We Were golng to get a rest and general clean up. But
sheet 40/14 o4 thie was socon changed, .
Urville : The marching tps started from TOURNEBOU at 0900 hrs and the vehs at 1030 hre. It
MR 075507 wae a very hot, long dry march for the men and yet once again we must mention the
SBheet ng,ﬂl-m' 8 irit of every man, tired and anll, a& he may be, and smiles Were very much in
Fontain le Fin evidence. OCur new area is really very good and {ocke quiet, at least.

MR of24k. g Arrangements were made at once for a hot dinner and a possible bath and change |
Bheet 40O/14 ﬂ of clothes, Major Hobinson and the I0 attended a conference at Bde arcund 1200 hrs
and a general plcture Was given by the Brigadier. A further move ls probatle within
10-12 hours and our next Job maybe the mttacking of the high ground S of HLAIEE.‘:
However after lunch and at approx 1515 hre word came to report to Bde for an 0 !
Gp. The inevitable has happened again and we are to proceed southward once agsln |
to FONTAIN LE PIN and relieve the RHLI who have Just taken over the badly battered
town which had just been taken at 1300 hrs by the Polieh Div., No tath or change
of eloth but ah on onoce more, .
e8 , but pu P.7.0 |
|




Fage 16
Instructions regards i
S Tt (wiich will o ey WAR DIARY
day of mohéliz-_t-ion,_cmtiun or embodi- OR
ment) are contained in FS Regs Val |, &

Title pages will be prepared.

(Erase heading not required )

Place | Date | Howr | Summary of Events and Information
France 15 ! Lieut.Col.D.G.MacLauchlan Joined us once agaln etill a ver R
g e HJ:“B | enesy bombing of A Eob last night, Nobody can get any Feat ol 48 e R
MR OM1L447 ; | erence where we go, If we get into a quiet area we have to move anyway so 1t
Sheet 4O/148W | appears a8 if there 18 no end to it. We just fight on anyway
Urville | ! We received reinforcemente thie afterncon, consieting of & officers, Lieute.Bacon
MR 075507 Little, Major and Shantz and 40 ORs. Our LOB personnel slso came up to us and our & %
Sheet 40/14 NW | strength ie increased considerably. Our move from URVILLE to FONTAIY LE PIN started

Fonitain le Fin i at J30 hre and by 1930 hre we hed reported "Item “harlie® All in and consclidated
HR o&pklLz | Tkr move Was once agein a Quiet one, thank goodness, The amount of German eapt
sheet 40/148W ' lying around the country is amszing and shows a very burried withdrawal,

We also came across the srea which had received the pounding from our tomters
yesterday afternoon. The area incl the village of FONTAIN LE PIN and craters 20 ft
deep and 30 £t across sizply dotted the ground, Many "decessed® Huns wers lying
abtout the crater edges and reports from the Engineers, who are clearing the ness
indicate the extraction of meny "shell whacky" buried alive Huns, It ig Quite
evident that the bombers struck a complete defended enemy locality.
| At 2000 hre a hot meal arrived and a fmesh suprly of water to qQuench ocur thirst,
| Cur new poen was recce'd by Capt.Mark Tennant and reps from each coy and they did
an excellent job. EnH4 18 probably the woret we have hed for some time but neverthe-
les: we are under cover and can catch up on our “paper work",

The men se ugual found a euprly of excellent cider and with the clgaretie lgsue
and the poselblility of at lesst a few hours rest, they are all very hapny. The GC.0,
and M,0, are at 1t again tonight with a battle for champion eribbage player. Good
news tonight with confirmation of a new allied landing in Southern France and succ—
es-ful in every way. The Hun is being surrounded and if he soon doesn't pet beck
to Germany, the populetion of our PW camps wil) be greatly increased, i

As the diary is being written, several coy comds are powelng over strength returng

nd general reo nization of their groups, This gives the COs a great headache
- - 4 aggen - in the not too far distanée can be

| after each bat-le, and thie is no exceptldn,
heard the pounding of gune and mortars and thie 1s horeful'y taken as further indic-
|ation of Jerry's retreat.

—— e —

Weather Falr and very ¥arm,
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France 16

Fontain Le Pih éﬂ&
MR g#a2llig
Sheet Bo/148W }

R

Bummary of Eventa and Informnation

During the early hours of the morning the Hun had a proud time galv¥mating
over our newly teken posne with his Luftwaffe., Beveral fairly hln%y brnbte weras
dropped around the surrounding area and fortunately none hit our posnas.

Starting at OTO0 hr a this mrning ths coye started golng to the Yoblile Bath
and Laundry in groupse of aprrox 100, This is a much apprecliated trest and ig a
popular 1dea with the troops, When they arrived at the Batha clesn clothes were
issued cut to each and every man, This imue conglated of towel,shirt,undervear
and socks and after a good hot ghower 1t was like candy from home to don new clothea.

A CO'" meetine was held -t Bde at 0997 hres and the peneral plcture of the rres-—
ent allied posne was_glven by Brigadier Meglill, There 18 1llttle chance we wil?
move before tomorrow so 1t looks as 1f we may get a rest after all,

Lt.Col,D.G. Marlauahlan held a coy comd’s meeting at 1100 hrs and gave them the
pleture glven the C.0. at Bde. Our etrength is not up to sstabllshment as yet but
it ie hoped that we shall be nearly 100% before cur next job, Part of "B" Ech
and al' of A Ech arrived today and lo and behold even the Paymaster Capt.Foly
Higgine and Clalr Lannan our Aux Bervices supervisor were among the oup, A search
was made at once for a very deep cellar for thelr living quarters and it is rumour=
ed thay are some 20 feet under ground. Leaving all Julfng agide, 1t 1g really gocd
to see them, Clair is putiing on a plcture show for the coys tonight and this is
an gdded treat for the lads plus the puncibilitgnaf a bottle of beer tomorrow,

The coye are all very happy and when the next show starts 1t 18 likely we shall

drive straight through to Berlin, 88 or no,
Our telephone eqpt is growing with the addition today of 5 German fleld eets,
This is a good find becsuse they really are excellent phones and will help our

comns considerably. _
Once again the problem of personnel within the coys is the main tople of con- | g
versation and the C.0., and Coy Comds are fset getting it under control, IWo more |
buddi Ma jors were appointed today and the lucky tut very deserving cfficers are
Hajnrnguua Ellis and Major Dalt Heyland, Rops 1s our present Adjutant and will
be commanding A Coy while Dalt will command C Coy, "Dalt® took C Coy through the
CLAIR TIZON show and this promotion btrings both officers up to their majority for

the sscond time.
Brigadier Kegill visited our HQ during the evening and put the 00 in the pic-
P,T.0.

————————————— e —
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France 16&¢Hk
FONTAIN LE PIN _
MR oZ2luz =
Bheet 4O/14EW

France LT Lﬁﬂ
FONTAIN LE FI}

MR o#2llz .;
Bheet LO/1UEW|

| the Brigadier. Bob ie a Calgary Highlander of’icer and has becn at Bde sporox §
| months now, ' "

| dlariet found a large group of the lads gathered around a smlall demolished tuilding

ture re recent developmente arcund FALAISE, Capt."Bob"Forter, n_é. 5 Bde was With

At 2200 hre the alr Wae 11 ed with music and on lnvestlgating the scurce the

with an aceordian and saxpphone., Memories of echemes in "England® came Arifting

back to us, rather than the front line in a btig Aperation, A group of the officers
| gathered in EnFR late in the evening for » chat ~ver old times., It's the firet ti

in 6 weeks we have hsd the group together. And so to bed, E!SJ

Weather Fair and very wWarm

All awakened this bright sunny morning with only one thought in mind. Nemely,
| are we going to move today or etay here snother few hours, At 0730 hre this gquestion
| was mnewered at a Bde meeting attended by the C.0. and 1.0, A code word hed been
| arranged btetween the Adjutant and 1.0, with the two colours, red and green. If we
;ﬂirf to move the I.0. would wireleee the Adjutant and eay "green® however the code
| word "Red" wee sent and everyons here at BnfR wes very happy long before the C.C.
| and I,0, returned with the news. The C.0. is etill quite unawere of thie sitmtlon,
During $he afternocon a coy comd's meeting was held and further personnel tlems

julre etraightened out succesefully, althou at present we are only up to 2 of
| our total m1.',:«1-1'1[.;1;1:.,'IT A pleture show was held at 1500 hre for the troops by the Aux.

| Bervices, It wae "‘he Bullivans'.
Meals are a 1ittle more regular today and this is & definite improvement and a
1#.:"3- welcome one, too. Letters of condolences to relatives and next of kin of sone

| of our ferllen lade have started back to Cansda and England, This is a big Job for i
pleasant Jjob neither. ;

| Lieut,Col.D,0.MacLauchlan and the Coy Comd's and not a very

| 'I.'h; troops will be treated to a half bottle of beereach today. Thle guprly 1e .
not nearly good enough but neverthelese a little le better than nothing at ||11.t !
The day wae spent in general cleaning up and getting ready for a likely movemen .
tomorrow, Instead of us being front line as per norial, we are at present very far

| behind the front line, but in all 1ikelihood we will be front line and :pnrhlndi ]

| before very long. During the evening tWwo more movlies Were shown by the Aux Services

entitled = . !
! intertime®, . s |

1
1 S ———————————
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France lskﬁug of FALAISE, This report nearly caused us heart fgilure. This renort ;ttcr ;;1
confirmed and we let it more or lesrs pass from our -inds,

Fontninegl Pin

mr OF
Bheet 4O /14 B

i Our specisl coy patrol a long the river made excellent lisison on the 1
- . ! n the left with
the R de Mals and on the right with the S8R and with this line it 18 hipghly uﬁ!i;:!r

AUBIGNY | | that any more Jerries will infiltrate through the feet closing ge Th

| ] E fap. Thie eny al
ME 1}3?!5 ! fou'd a former anemy tank repalr dept containing 2 new %7 mm barrele,treech gz.:Z.
sheet Lo /1omW | and aleo 2 French Red Croes families in houses directly to their front and under

| FMR guard, Both of these things Were reps=ted qulckly to Bde and further b+ Bde to
! Div, The familie= were removed durlhg the night, Once again 1t locks 1i%e a gond @

nights reet and of course 1t is very welcoms,

! Weather Falr and very warm,
AUBIGNY ! | day. Further, to make us fe#l good the news is excellent, with the report that the

| | batile of MORKANDY can be regarded as a thing of the past, All Allied moves are
| prngrc;-ing excellently and with the present rate of advance, the SEINE 1g nearly
| in sight, A
, At 1000 hrs the @3 from Bde, Capt.Charlie de Balaberry, arrived at Bde HQ and pave
j us furthergood news in that it 1s highly unlikely for a move to occur today, ae far
a8 we are concerned., JIf a move doee ocour 1t will be an admin, move northwards to
allow fmnes tc paes through our present poen. It 18 roseible now that 2nd Cdn Div
| Wlll be la~t to move in the rovement Eestwarde, At 1015 hrs Lt.Col.D.B,MacLeuchlan
| held & coy comd's meeting when the 00 put the gro.p in the present ploture and passed
| on the gocd news.
|  We have been ordered to stand down and B Coy comd by ite 2 1/c Capt.¥nobby Clark |
| has been withdrswn to ite original posn onour right flank, The car-ier platoon hes |
{ ales been placed back under ite normal command, We sre now advisged that we are nok
any longer, on 1 hours notice to move.

Latest infm

During the afsernocon activity vas practica! y nil around the area.
|18 that we will hear poscibly by 1500 hrs of what time our move will take place

l ' The C.0, wisited BE Eeh of Bde and and there procured a good hot bath in a bath tub.
| Needless to say he hae been taking quite a kidding from the Ad)t and I.0,, because

| the C.0, CAME beck and told us all sbout 1it. > %0
L] - -

Mr 133

|
France h9u¢u$ Another sclid nights reet and we are avakened to be greeted by a beautiful sunny
|
EIS .'
Bhest 40/12MWW
I
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Frgnce ) ¢M£ At 1700 hrs word arrived that a meeting would be held @t Bde when the Br !
AUBIGNY i would poet the various COs in the picture, igadier .
. Two members of the Specisl Investigetion Squed of the RCMP arrived around 1700hrs

MR 1333E5 .
Eheet /1 28 to investigate 2 cases within the Bn of suspected BIWe. We were told that at
present they have about 100 cases of suspected EIWs to look into and revort upon.
At approx 1700 hrs the G 1 Lialeon from Div, Col.Pawle arrived and had quite
a chat with Lt.Col.D.G. MacLeuchlan re the question; were the tactlcs rs tamght
to the Bn in England as pre-tattle trg applying in the actual fight as we have .

been committed since ocur firat battile,
At 1930 hre the C.0, and I.0,, attended the meetlng at Bde and plans were lald

| on for our move, which is likely to happen by 07030 hrs tomarrow. We will toke over
| : from the North Shore Regt, After the Bde meetine o meeting Wes held at EnHs and the
| ' i C.0. put the Coy Comds in the pleture and lald on final plans for our move,

- once agein 1t looke as if Wwe will be up in the front line according to reporte

‘ | from Capt.M-rk Tennant who tock our recce party to the new area, Mark claime there

are many civilians, ta.ss and EI moving =long the rosds Eastwards that there 1s
hardly any room for the ducks and geese, the civiliane sre driving before thém in

thelr flight for safety.
Veather Feir and warm.

| |
| \
France hﬁng This morning We were moved from AUBIGNY to NORREY EN AUGE, in a pgreat rush, ns
Norrey en Aug the usual result of the Bde "0" Gp held last night. We took over from the #th Ede
MR 27737 North Shore Regiment, The marching tpe covered apnrox 13-14 mileewihile the veh
Sheet TF/6 partym travelled an rox 15=-16 milee due to rosd divereions, It was a long hot

march for the men but they sre in good shape and with morale so high all ceme thrnuqh

with high marke,
_ The take over was perfect and as the coys moved in the NSR moved out without a
J hiteh. Very soon the rations came up and the men were fed. AE 1530 hrs s church
service was held by Capt.Hugh Percy, our Padre and as 1t was impossible for one gp |
the Padre went to individusl coys and held coy services, :
The balance of the day wae spen@ clearing up and eleeping and general settling |
in, At 2300 hrs word arrived for the CO to attend an "0O" Gp at Bde HQ at oUOO hrs. |
dsshed to pleces, We are to movd between 5 &

1 fal st were
Once again hopes of a 4E hr re then haavy Tain. |

| 6 in the morning. Weather Falr and very Varm,




Page 22 ’
wl J
\l‘m'm:wlrrf:‘ﬁﬁw q!-iwl"r;‘ﬂThn1 “' J'I.IE DIAI{Y

day of mobiliation, ereation or e bsoadi- OR

ment) are contained in F8 Rega Vol L.

Title pages will be prepared.
i Krase heading wot veguired |

S ————— S— = TR

- — ——

Place Date | Hour Suwmary of Events wnd Infurmatiivn

Francé 1 )tl.d f The results of the "O" Op, finishing at 0300 hre at Bde were anything twt hapny |
A b We shall move at OS00 hre to cros: the atart 1ine by 0700 hre as » part of |

Norrey en Ones.

NR 42737 | the Bde move to the attmok, VEMCUTRES-LE BOSEAIR-MEULLES on the main road ATTAISE |

gheet TF/E . A ORBIE, The route we are to follow 18 of course a very vagus one and while the

Le Boscarle i Black Watch travelled the already known route a 1ittle further narth, ve wil! blaze

MR 45366 a trall through a map mafre of tracks and tralls, which of course mesns nothing
=*YrUTIERS HOEN, the Calpgarys, LA

Sheet 8F/3 ' anyway.
‘ l The R H C are to take and eatl themselves in
|

BOSCARIE 5366 and the R de Mals, MEULLES 5%68, Our atart was alightly delayed beo-
11 #ht error male in time judgement, throu h tiredness, however, ¥e hlared
; | the trall te our Junctlon point with the R K b et h?ﬁﬁhﬂ. We both met at 1700 wre
! | a 1ittle tired and "mhaopy because Lhe maps had been anything but acourate and caused
| mueh worry, When the two Pne arrived hers, word wae received that the bridge mcrons
| the river MEULLES on our route had been blown by the retresting enemy, Engineers
rushed up and in due course a makeshift was erected, followed shortly by a Balley

| | type for heavy traffioc,
- nto YIMOHTIERS and were at cnce held up by a emall party of

Thea R H C went on 1
enemy around the town with MGs. We carried on our route until we Were within a mile

i
‘ of VIMOMTIERS and there, Lieut.Col.D.G.MacLauchlan held up the Bn avalting word of

ause of a 8

RH C sucress. The success Was however not forthooming and while ¥We remained at
4763 the Brigadier passed the R de Maie around the R H C south flank to assiet in

the taking of VIMOMTIERS,
At 2300 hre we were warned of the RH © success and to prepare to move as Quiokly
. | as poseible on a start word from Bde., Preparations were at onoe aet to work and
; | in very short order we reported ready to go. b
|

i Weather  Warm and raining |

|
| ‘
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The Bn moved off in adv to contact fmn from 1763 to WIMOUTIERES at
0200 hra, The night was pitch black and enly lightened up when Jerry
dropoed a few bombs in the Adlstance and started glrnu. It must be a
natural tendency to dislike night attacks becsuse everyone fesmed to
feela slight bit unessy, We moved t-hrough VIMUTIERES, through rubble
fire and shell holes, over a route recce'd by Capt.Mark Tennant. It
Wag the only route tEruugh town th-t c¢ould be uased and 1t was a very
difficult one. Paselng through VIMOUTIERES we found the remnante
of an R H C Coy which had been mixed up by the enemy.

Our route took us threugh formidable forests and roade and which we
were quite aware contalned enemy, Every moment wWe expected to contact
the enemy and were constantly on the alert, Strange as 1t may seem
we arrived in LE BOSCARIE at 0530 hre without having one enemy round
fired at us., A defensive posn Was taken up at once,and we had no
trouble until B Coy under Capt "Knobby" Clark moved fwd fo the high gd

to our front. Here the enemy resented being dieturbed in hie bridge
demolition and fired a few %fs into B Coy causing 2 casualties and 1
death, B Coy forced the enemy back and took up their posn., Imring the
day 6th Bde pesced through ue to take MEULLES and OREER, Mus &~ Ats worme <wsv

We took 2 Offre, and 5% ORs Ps,¥ and alec a number of German Weapons
and vehicles including a fine "LeSalle" wagon, The scout platoon now
have a veh for themselves and the Adjutant and IO have a special run-
about in the LaSalle,

Everyone ie Quite tired and the afternoon found a good number trying
to cnteh up on much needed rest, At 1%30 hre word arrived for us to move
at once to OREEE which had just been taken by the Camerons, Immedletely
after the recce party started to ORBEE the orders Were changed and we
are temporarily to curl up at MEULLES,

The route from LE BOSCARIE to MEULLES is one of memory, There is a
destroyed enemy tank or vehicle every few yards along both sides of the
route, Some were caused today and others were crused by the Allled eir-
force in the past few days. Tonlght Jerry shelled the surrounding srea,

more or less to let us know he is gt11l around.
) 5y 71

o e AL ﬁZ;

7 e V.

L Fke W cagan, Lt -
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Frane Pe Aug At 1900 hra Lt,.Col,D.0,.Maclauchlan
. o Usldy ) attendad a menstd %

H Eé’nm: b Megill and word Was given out to be prepared to mave Anto ORRTE Hh - pe - o
A Upon returning from Bde the 0.0, om1led the Ooy OComia torether and tied in 'l:h.
S :::::1:?; mv: in E.n;rn‘l. Wea nr: to move quiokly whan the arfder arriven 'Fh.:. }/

anreara to be na reat for the Bn and e
EAE Hun back now he is on the run, : R U puskine T \.
Wenther Falr and warm
France 23 Aug Orders for our mave Eastward through OREED and to
Y ) aur ultimate ~%tanky
:H ‘E Rll ']I"]T-TT"!!'F;:'IT.LE were received at 20NN hra Isat nioht, Vé wars ta mave n'::- ::ﬂ:'
re is marning and manacaf ta he Alreatliy an Hime W

ORBRG oascing the atars line in MEULLES at the ordersd ti#e of 0000 hre. =~

MR b{r The route was partly acroes country but had alresady been recced by Bde.

Sheet S&3 The movement fwd took place very orderly and Just after getting nicely under

8% GEEMATN Li uaﬂ, orders were received to ourl the Bn up around Pt 17% slightly west of

0 AMP AONE ORBEC and awalt further orders, The Bn was curled up at this point and the

MR u‘.?' Hun shelled and mortared all around the area, Code word "Halleluyah® Was our

Sheet 5[} signal to start fwd through ORBEC and on to THIBERVILLE, Lt.Col.D.G,MacLauchlan

remained at Bde TAC HQ until word of 6th Bde wae received as to their Erugur-.
E =

This infm was very iuportant because the FMR was to attack 85T GERMAIN
PAGNE and to securs it as a stepfwd for our Bn. "Halleluyah" was received al
1030 hrs and the Bn woved fwd with ¢ Coy, followdd by D Coy, B Coy and A Coy.
The C.0. had gone fwd with !rlg.lhﬁll to a point in ORBEC and the 1.0, brought
the C0's carrier fwd with Bde TAC B, During the slow movement of TAC Hq word
arrived for the IO to pass through the column and meet the 0.0, along the route

in ORBEC,
ORBEC proved to be a very "hot" spot and the Bn was sure knooked about by hy
mortar and shellfire inol 8Ze in the centre of the town, When the toll Was sum= | g
med up later we found only 1& oas, much to our ammgement, I Beotion suffered }
oas in ORBEC unfortunately, and two of the original gang, Pte,Jack Sheard and Ple,
Dan MoCaptney were kklled and Pte,Len Flynn wWas wounded, The scouts mlso lost 5

men inel Lisut.Bert Ross, the SBcout officer, These men Wers all woudded and no

fatallties. P.7.0
L] L] -
T —— e




IPI.E!}IJ
WAR--DIARY

or

T ORI O X e R D DO MDD B Y

France te} The Bn was informed t
hat the FMR were still sghort of the

EU:ILKI.‘I& mt“&' "Mickey" minus 500 and our progress Was severely held up. ErG:?J;EE;: ?‘:ﬂ l
s and joined the tail of the FMR A Coy who Were pushing fwd to BT GERMAIN
DR.'E s This 1ittle village Was surrounded by enemy MGs and several tanks who f-:.mght
= ﬁ‘ﬂ Eﬂg&luing battle and managed successfully for several houre in doing thie
shecst §Fl3 All higher fmns became ver

y agltated at the delay in the Bne gzettin
giﬂgﬂl’.ﬂfﬂ JLE even in the face of such opposition, Very shbrtlr,rl.i-ut.cul,D.Eﬂ.l-!acLEug%m
oh h-’lﬁ;ﬁ lisised with the C.0. of the FMR and immedlately put over C Coy in to aselst
: ?;F the FMR coy fwd, D Coy was pushed around to the left flank with the intent-
sheet fffy ion of attacking ST GERMAIN from that direction and £ asslst in holding down

the enemy fire coming from that direction on to tﬂt FMR4A coy and our own C Coy
adv along the central axie of the main road from URBEC to THIBERVILLE, One coy
Wae apparently unsufficlent on the left flank and-the CO sent B Coy around with
D Coy and ordered A Coy to come up behind C Coy, on the main axis. During all
the afterncon while we were in the *"hold up" poen the enemy heevily ehelled and
mortsred cur column with very little if amny success, 1t was really only annoy-
ing fire and we lived through 1t quite happily., Our artillery pounded ST
GEFMAIN and surrounding area during all of thie time and when at 1900 hrs we
finally attacked ST GERMAIN the enemy fire had ceased conslderably. The left
flank caused conslderable trouble however and D and B Coys remalined tiont
until C Coy and A Coy with the FMR had gotten in to the town, itself, When
the code word "How 3 Able" and "How 1 Able" was recelved Lieut.Col.D.G.
MacLauchlan shot the 2 left flanking coys into the tewn from the left. D Coy
managed to get through but B Coy was badly mauled by tanks and became pinned

to the ground.
The command Gp led by Capt.M-rk Tennant in a Jecp ran the gauntlet through
g% fire and sniping to a group of bldgs slightly south west of ST GERMAIN and
once again as usual had several nar oW escspes when a Jerry 82 placed directly
up the straight road near ST GETMAIN, lald shelle down %l road and hit twe
carriers and narrowly migsed the Command Gp. The Comd raced into the court
yard of this group of bldge and Were no sooner inside when the enemy heavily
gshelled the area and bldg., Only one cas resulted here, wWhen a DR recelved a

L

e B ———— s
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France 3 Aug alight leg wound when the bldg in which he had taken cover

“EUFEss % H¢ wWest cnrnEr torn ouf by a dirEnt hit. " e

MR »§ Later in the evening E Coy was collected and placed under control o

Sheet the rear of BnHW with their remaining 37 men and 2 Offrs,

Q C Just to make our area more obvious around BnHS we had the Black Watch,

MR b5 Bde Hx and the Bde Defense Platoon move in on ue, BSoon enemy troutle

SHEET ¢¥3 ceased all together and everything became serene and quiet. Ho orders

BT GERMAIN were received up until 2400 hre as to the time of the continuation of

LE CAMFAGNE our adv.

MR '

Sheet ¥A1 Weather Falr and "arm

France éu Aug At OM0O0C hre after an anxious few hours walting the inevitable word to push

ST GERJAIN L fwd, Bde orderesd the Bn to be moving at 0500 hres and to follow the R E C who

MR 5 were proceeding to LE BANQUAY, The Black Watch proceeded fwd as ordercd st

Sheet ¥3% olo0 hre and pushed fwd with no enemy opposition, We passed our start line

E;urﬂainvilqt at 0500 hre ae ordered and then we had a visgit from the enemy. A8 wWe passed
T+ through ST GERMAIN with the vehs of Command Gp and took up our posn in the

Sheest s1¥ column of marching trocps we were suddenly fired upon from a side street,

by a hy weapon and then heard the rumble of tanks, certainly none of which

eould poeeribly be ours becsuse there wWere no Alllied tracked heavy vehs in the
vicinity. The column broke and tock up posn on both sides of the croes roads
and PIATS were brought into acticn, The section of carriers with BnHQ fired
and n the second bomb the enemy veh broke into flames. 1t Wwas later dle-
closed that our arty rep, Cart.Walter Newman hnd made a roundabout the left
side of the Cathedral and brought PIAT fire on the vehs from the left flank,
It was scon made clesr we had hit and destroyed 2 large enemy halftrack
troop transporte and the explosione and fire caused by the two vehe was int-
ense, The vehs were filled with mines and demolition eqpt. We killled one Hun
and geverely wounded another but the balance ran away in the darkness. Enemy
tanks were also heard cavorting about and when this eituation Was reported
to Bde, we were ordered to sit tight in ST GERMAIN in our original layout of

coys, and awalt orders to proceed.
J I F.T.0.
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wa ware ordered to sit tight and awalt orders. Order: finally came down to move and
at the same time we were promptly told off and reminded that AFVa were pot tanks.
We stuck to our story that epemy tanks had been in the area, later ir the day, we
found out that the GOC 2 Div had persona Ly been aiown & deserted Panther tank near
ST GERMAL ¥, The GOC examined the tank and it 15 rumoured be found a lovesly German
flag in the tank and it has been added to his yersosal colléftion., e feel guite
happy that our point was proven and that epemy tanks were in the area. The posn of
this deserted tank ties in perfectly with sll our reporta.

When we réaported the presence of enmemy tanks durlag the carly morning In ST GERMAI
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At 0900 hra the Bn moved sphesd once sgaln and at the same time word
arrived that the RHC were successful intaking and holding LE BANQUAY
and had no enemy opposition. Qur new objective is BOURNAINVILIE and
the R de Maie ere to push throuvh us to DURANVILLE, For the very first
time since our fighting started in France Wwe had what le known as a
*walk up" and a thing we hed often heard about but never had. We push-
el etraight through to BOURNAINVILLE without a eingle shot belng fired.
Qur new support of a Bquadron of tanks reached us and wer:- pushing fwd
to DURANVILLE to secure this posn for the R de Mals. Mot wes acessbw fus

We were greeted by a grand representation of the French pecple in
every town and village as We passed through and were showered with
flowers and food and drink. Our nevw area in BOURNAINVILLE is very good
and a welcome haven after the pouring rain we had experienced all day,
Four German prisonsra Were taken incl two BS men, One 1 frcm the L S8
Pz(Recce) and thie bringe our list of 88 for the Week to representatives
of 1-2-3=7=9-12 88 tps. They are a hateful arrogant bunch of heartles:
humanity and they are given no conslderation when they are taken by us.
The usual procedure is to have them dig slit trenches(for us) exasctly
to their own measurements,

We got to bed arcund 2230 hre and locked fwd to a much ne=ded slesp

after 5 daye without sleep,

Weather Cool and heavy rain.

At OB00 hre the Bn moved off from BOURNAINVILLE to its new locn at
ST CYR DE SALEFNE, The move was made by TCV and of course this pleased
everyone immengely. The route taken was through DURANVILLE and BOISHEY
northwaerds to 5T CIR, The day was perfectly beautiful with bright sun-
ghine and a warm wind, which added to the already excellent spirits of

one and every man,

Lest night was the very first sleep any of us had had in several daye.

and the few hours obtained in BOURNAINVILLE were v.r{ vwelcome, The move-—
ment tonk place quietly and due to Capt.Msrk Tennant's excellent recce

ability the Bn was immediately whipped into posn, although the lofal French

farmer diin't exactly like our mucking up hie orchard, he had to take it
md lik- 1‘;‘-. P-T.U'

L e g
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France
BOURGTHEEROULDE
MR 0200

Sheet B2F/?

25 Aug
Iy

26 Au
ms

It so happened that his orchard wasn't hurt anyway and he wae finally
quite happy. During the day activity was practically nil and the tps
generally cleaned up clothee and bodies and rested while they could do
B0.

At 1630 hre Lieut.Col.D.G.MacLauchlan was called %o Bde to an "0"Gp
and when 1t finished we had exactly 30 mins to get the Bn on the move and
in posn With the balance of 5 CIB to croes the river RIELE and on to
the SEINE. This time however lagged on and on because very shortly
after 1730 hrs we were told to sit tight and move at 12830 hre and then
again thie time was changed so that We Were #t1ll in the area around
the TCVe at 2330 hrs.

At 2330 hrs the Hun dropped many flares from planes and it struck
Queer to see one complete area ringed by bright lighta., At this same
time the CO wae called up by the Brig to check line " ynn®97394 to atténd
e conferencs. HReport line ™iynn® was the posn across the river RISLE
of the fwd recce gpe of the E2th Recce. This route is our mah axis through
to the SEENE river. As the CO and I_ were pulling well away from the BEn
ares or the way to "Synn® it was a bBrribledsight to see the Bn being
very heavily bombed by the Hun. Lieut.Col.D.G.MacLauchlan hed to push
ahead anyway and when comns from the carrier to the En falled, 1T was

a very definite feeling of anxlety that overcame the CO and I0 and yet gy

nothing could be done at the time,

Weather Falr and warm.

At 0100 hrs Lieut,.Col.D.G.MacLauchlan and the arrived at the EQ
5 CIB on 1line Wynn 939% and here many hours of wal took place,once
again, The RHC were to pass through in TCVe to the SEINE river by
0300 hrs byt this movement did not take place until 0500 hrs and We
were brought up in TCVe immedlately in FHC rear, Following us wers the
R de Mais, We followed the axis of adv, on foot having dismounted at
check 1ine Wynn on the excellent intuition of the C.0. Just because
the RHC had passed through to thelr objective without trouble fromthe

vV

enemy wae no indication that all would be smooth with us., For one thing
We wers advancing by daylight, while the REC had passed through in dark-

ness, P.T.0.

—————
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France Pjﬁ Aug At 0800 hrs the Bn set out towards our objective with the car iers in front

BOURGTHER/ 44 followed by marching tps from C=D=A-B with BoHQ immédiately in rear of A Coy, A "

OULDE sqdn of the 27 Arm'd wee with us for support and this was very welcome news for the |

ME 0200 tps. Bth Recce precesded our adv followed by tanks,arty, engineers, pre.s apd every-|

Shcet 8F/2 thing but the Cabinet itself, until finally the column cameé under by MG and mortar

fire at 9697. Then there were on.!y tanks and recce om our front,

Qur adv was greatly hampered here and we were held up for two or more hours. The fun
had several well. placed MGs at the oross roads and ia thelr cro s fire, the iaf eoul
t not possibly move, Finally these posns were takem out by tanks and we pushed ahead.
l Our adv continued to be very sticky and caused consjderable worry and constermation
for the CO. It was a very pecullar situatioo all the way through the adv because
we were caught between two other Bns who had no fighting and here we were in the
center fighting, every inech of the way.

During the day Lieut.Johm Hayes was wounded and Lieut.J.H.Gilllls and Capt.R.L.
Morzan Dean wer: killed and with the bombing of our posn last night our %otal cas
amount t¢ 115 ORs apd 5 Offrs.

Licut.Col.D,G.MacLauchlan caused more worry for the I0 during the day when he |
insisted in marching with the fwd coys and when contacted appeared to be really
en Joying himself, By 1930 hrs the Bn was again bogged down when the fwd coys became
pinned down by hy MG fire some 1000 metres. short of our objective of Pt 132, DD1D1}|
at point of junection North of BOURGTHEROULDE 017006. By darkness the marchlag tps
were filtered into a defensive posa Jjust short of their objective, inel all of HHQ
dismounted, and the tenks harboured in the ccntre of the posn. When the coys were I.n|
their own coy locallties the tpt was filtered into the orchard in amall packets. .
All of this tock pluce in complete quiet both from our own side and more plrtlﬂ'lllﬂ% P

from the epemy side.
By 2400 hrs a good hot meal arrived and a very weary, hungry bumch of boys, par-\{

| took of their rations and wended their way to bed, ln slit trenchea,

Weather Fair and warm
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After a falr night's rest we were avakensd with the scst w rors
of treskfast actually teing on time, for a change, It nw& 1:1g$:,-ﬁ—fm ,,::h
tecose irregulsr once in & while, and aleo fumnier still, how it t:gic;'; CooEd
two and a half hours o prepers & can of tuliy Tesf and Bﬂ&;gg;r_, Clegt 1a
TUETTE, Sres Caly Gsiss LS Sk o A yianlin Ao o S Isins LOCLh #eine Abf hisiins S s i SEL
The day wes very quiet with 1ittle or no sctieity sround the sares, Everyore
samaged s couple of extrs hours glesp and s 1ittle clesn up, certalinly rst thst
it waen't needed. The dust of the day vefore ¥Wes very Ticrly ceked on one and
811 end when we awskened we looked sore like s negro elle s than wiite

Etgdngely We Were not wernel to sove during the day and when 12407 hre arrived
we berams s 1itile snxicus becsuse we certsinly wouldn't Te allowed s wicle day
of rest, W¥e Were quite right because at 1970 hre the 00 wss wsrnet for s 2he O
Op "Green® and to be ther: at 2130 hrs., The Bde "O" Op Erought atoct news of 5

e

class ¢ oridge st ELEEOUF when the Tridge was in operaticn, Tise could not be

ge: at that time bDecause of the urcertainty of the time of cospletion of th
tridze, ¥e do know however ihat we g2hall crogs scie tine LoRCTTON,

Cnece azain for g change the FEC will preceds us snd thisz 18 welcoue riewz, e
e to texe cver from the 10 Ble and fors s firs Tese, Tie E ds ¥aise will then
clesr s route through FOUES fer the contin -ation of "Trusy route, on our pussm Lo
[ IE57E, It 18 berd to Delieve tioat we ghall scon ©e in VIZFFE the city where
Canadisns have & real score Yo setile, Total priscrers of war teken for the
Hast couple of Asys amount to B2 OFs no officers,
ifter the BAe "0F Gp Lieut.Col,D,.0.Maclsucrlsn held sn 0% Op snd wien it
Hested until sfter sidnight the I0 Lieut BStu Yoore proaptly fell agleep and
brie evidently wesn't the thing 1o do Tecause ghorily ne wss swWskensl Ty ROpe
Lther than toe OO, It has Teen 8 quiet day in 517 respscts With no enefy sctic

Frie quietnesz continted all evening and so 1o Teld.

Ysatner Felr snd very wars,

sove for ue toECTTeW tc AN ares south of the city of TUEN and we would oross ¥

e DL 6. Sy Ths s se < esimsi s i Vs o pradiole Lo . ot sy isn iy sl tasishn s Lot

¥
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For a change this morning we avakened to & falrly dull d T
all appearances rain Was certhinly in the alr. ¥We i.r. i“':’mmh; B
nice a rest uight be, when out of a clear blue sky an "0" Gp was eal |
at Bde and for ths Co to get there as socon as possible. The warning
"Huddle Oreen® menns We are moving. Preparatione were started at once
bty Major Ross Ellis our Adjt to get the En resdy toc move and Lieut.Col
D.G.MacLauchlan and the I1.0. went on to Bde at ap rox 1100 hrs,

Upen returning from Bde, the CO held an "O" Op and put the Coy Comds
and supporting arms in the plcturs, ¥e are not tc go through to FOHEN
a® previcusly decided but of all thinge te go fwd to LA CHENAIE o#soly
and relieve the Camerons of Cansda. Most pecullarly this new poen 18 our
orisinal objective for the last show, when at the last moment we were
deflected from that axie, northwards to point 132, 007020.

The take over is in conjunetion with the prospective move fwd of & Bde
and our move Wwill take pdace as soon as the Camercns of Canada move out
or are at leant ready to move., The newe is that the Camerons of Canala
have been having a tough go of 1t and we will poseibly walk into a hornet's
nest, as usual, Time paet our start line was set for 135 hrs and ve
left our F Ech in area of 007020 and toak only stripped F Ech with us,

The co .plete counand gp travelled as a packet itself and moved independantly
of the marching troops.

At 1400 hrs the C.0. and command gp arrived at HY 5 CIE and there re-
mained while the marching troops arrived in the general area of 5T MARTINS
035020, There the Bn curled up and awaited further orders which depended
on the infm frow the Camerons of Canada, During the afterncon Lieut.Col.
D.0.MacLauchlan eonferred with Brigadier Megill re plans, etc and at 1200
hre word arrived that the tth Bde move, corprising the , atlacking
through the Camerons ¢f Canada Was to lake place at 2000 hr;‘ Marching tpe
were pushed ahesd to the rallroa! and track Junction at 055040 and curled
up in that area, until they could go right in and take cover from the C of

G w

7 . F Ech vae
At approx 2100 hre the coys were ordered fwd to take over and

to follow in packets under Capt,Merk Tennant. The Hun wae merrily mortaring

and shelling TAC HQ and all coy posns from the time of arrival until the coys

reported "Able" around sloo hre, and then 1t subsided.
P.1.0,
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P8 Aug Command Gp followed along behind the coye and took up HR in a prepared

Franose

BOURGTHER" ULDE i dug out. Cas were totalled at 1% with 1 Offre and 1 OR missing. Lieut.J.0. |*
MR 007020 Dutton ie the officer miscing and 1%t 1s hoped he will turn up in the search
Sheet 2F/2 of the R A P, -
LA CHENAIE

Bheet 2F/2 Deep 8lit trenches are very much in order once agaln, (
MR 085043

Weather Dull and cool
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France 29 Aug Today has been & nightmare for thse Bn in our hazerdous position in

Nr LE CEENAIE Ly DE LA LONBE. Al]l day long we Were subjected to heavy MG, ﬁ.fll. Beill;hl:rmrm

MR 07Ok and to continuous harassing long range shellfire interspersed with 22 from the 13
Sheet EE/E village of LE CEENAIE, We were dug in on the reverse slope of the high featurs
FORET DE LA west of LE CHENAIE gnd hsd little protection from the type of fire that was

LONDE directed at us.

8ix prisoners Were taken and strangely they Were only froz ersatz EBne. The
fire that rained on us certainly couldn't have come from thie bunch of scruff:
because they are certsinly not the type. The day Was pProbably the most heectle
on, the Bn has bad, bar none, and this includes TILLY LE COKFPAGNE and ST ANDRE
SUR ORME, The fire Was no heavier than any time befors, but ¥wes certzinly =ors
ccnetant.

During the day the 6th Bde on our right flank had a very bad time as well as
ourselves and finally at 1200 hres the B8R mieinterpreted an order and withdrew
from their wvital position. Shortly aftervards the Camerons followed sult and 1t
took e-nsiderable tr-uble and worry to get these two Bns back into posltlion.
In the evening the C.0. was called to Bde and was gredted with the excellent and
very welcome news that the 5th Bde was tp pull cut and the only pesition of the
3 Bns to be relieved ¥Was to be ourselves, We were to be relieved by 2 coys of
the FMER and the balance of the front was to be held by the Camerons and the 3SR,

We were moved by tpt to a new and very much Guieter area near ELBOUF, It wes
a Wworderful relief ané alsc a terrific shock to find our cas for the day froz
the shelling totalled 43,0Rs and 3 Offrs. Lieut.Ernie Teagle, Lieut.Bud Shants,
and Lieut.Jim Dutton were unfortunately hurt, the extent of their injdries ls
not known at present. *e arrived in our new areca near ELEOUF at 2800 hrs and <
were Quickly btedded down,

\g

Weather FRain and very dull

France 30 Aug After an excellent night's rest we avakened to a nice bright sorni and
ELECUW nr Ll everyone was found in good spirits even after the territle nightmare of yes-—
LE MARAVEL terday. We all avalted word for the Bn to move at anyilme and Capt.Mark
KR 0700 Ten-ant had gone fwd at 0230 hrs with Bde across the SEINE to point &£ at
Sheet 2E/6 233125 to recce and arrange the take over froz the Tth Bde.

P.T.0. ol
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France 30 Aug 44 The En was to take over from the Cdn Scot. When this arr
ELBOUF nr made the C0 returned te the Bn and no soconer haéd the Qgrl:ﬁg‘::&n;i:ﬂluzwag 1 3
llii ;.;gsm ﬂhr: ngi ﬁrmﬁlﬁhaghﬁrmr plane Hnur_:xnrr and We were to send the Heeup
party fw ) EENMAL south of RO to arrange -
Bheet ZE/6 Bde instead of the 7th Bde. B e T
LE MARIE DU The map reference of the meetingz place for the recce parties was siven
BHOSE wrongly and after walting for Brigadier Megill for 2 hours we Were advised
MR 237125 to return to our oWwn area ani awalt orders, In the meantime the CO found
Sheet 9E/5 that the Bn was already moving fwd and we were to relieve the Cdn Scot after
all at 233125 over night snd prepare to move at firet light fwd tc take over
from the HLI of the 9th Bds. During the esvening at 0200 hre the CC and IO
travelled to MEBNIL ESNARD and 1iaised with the HLI and aPranged cozplets
take over first thing tomorrow morning.

At 2300 hrs rain came down in torrents and nearly flooded the lsds cut of
their slit trenches. Major Ross Ellis clains the convoy and move from ELBOUR
acroe- the SEINE to 233125 ae the worst trip the Bn has ever made,

Weather Raln and dull

France 31 Aug 48 At 0630 hre the R E C pas-ed through to BOSS and on to MESNIL ESNARD and
LE MARIE we followed én thelr feet®® hr later. We took over from the HLI and curled
DUSHOSE up around the BnHS, because Word arrived we would move in a very few minutes
MR ?331?? through ROUEN to SfERI'fILLE at 1231, The move took place very orderly and
Sheet SE 5 within 1 hr of arriving at MESNIL ESNARD we Were again on the move to sEE-
M IL ESHARD XVILLE, The route through FOBEN northwards to SEERAVILLE and the sights that
8 ILLE met our eyes leave memories that will last forever in our minds. We were
MR 1631 greeted with huge crowds, who threw flowers, Wine and cakes at our vehs, The
Sheet 9E/3 entire column of 5 CIB was embussed and we travelled 17 miles north at a very
TOTES fast pace with only the occasional stop. It wae very Quesr to travel so far
MR 1621 at such a pace and never once meeting the enemy, The enly enemy We sav all
Sheet 9E/1 were 70 prisoners taken without much of a struggle. The only strugele was at

SEEFKVILLE between our recce party under Capt.Mark Tennant and 10 Jerrles.

AB our recce party entered a farm house reccelng our EnHY they were fired
PiT!nt
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by the Hun and promptly returned fire, and took 10 priscoers, A Jerry truck dashed |
m:dly away from the scepe of the fracea and Capt.Teazant and his recce patty chased : fi
it a.prox 400 yds io his Jeep. When close enpough to fire, the recce party let go at
the truck causing a tire to blow out. The truck then eraahed into a ditch apd the
occupants disappeared intoc the wooda. The recce party were successful iz killisg cae
German apd teking the truck but the remainder of the scared occupants got away.
A Hun tank pear the area whiech had be=p shelling the cross rvads at COTE, was attacked
by the recce party and blew itself up.

At 1830 hrs we moved porthwards agaism to TOTES at 1671 and took up a new area west
of the valley. Jo trouble was experienced here and by 2000 hrs we were solidly = il
and reported "Jam Gharlie”, During the evening the Ep bDecame scttled in and after J( b
the coys reported their coy areas, to BmHQ, the area became very quiet amd =0 to ‘nei.\“’-‘?

Weather Fair and warm - slight rain

(D.G.MacLauchlan) Lieut.Col
The Calgery Highlanders CA(0)
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