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7 CANADIAN RE CONNAISSANCE REGIMENT
. Ohichester Barracks (17 D. Y. R, O, K,)
@ June 1 |
. Vun 1} Owing te the preparatiens fer future meves ne Ro;ilontal Training Syllabus was lald
. dewn fer the menth ef June, 'The Squadrens will check all waterpreefing, and where
e necessary, miner medificatiens v111 be made te give the crews mere v'rking reen and
B te inorease the stewage space, All vehicles must be -arkcd with the requlatien
B five peinted United Natiens SBtar, %
E Time will be set aside each day fer reute marches, Barly norning physical training #
é> will be centinued,
2 At 0800 heurs 11, 12, and Squadren Headquarter Treeps set eut en a three daf reute ;
B march threugh the Oranlugh area, %
i In the afterneen speclal services were held in the Y, M, C, A, Hut fer all Reman |
; Cathelic persennel, Mass was celebrated, Cenfessiens heard, and Cemmunien given, ()
"A" and "HQ" Squadrens held smekers in the Pulbereugh Village Hall and the West 2
Chiltingten British Leglen respectively, Entertainment fel om aBundant and
. elaberate refreshments., "HQ" was given a meving picture shew, and "A" Bquadren :
had, as a guest of heneur, CSM Ceeper, SBEAFORTH, whe had rooontly returned te this y
oountr: frem Italy, He rolatod many of his oxpcrionoco in the fighting in and »
areund Ortena and answered sceres ef questiens pertaining te actual battle v -
cenditiens,
E
Weather!: Unsettled,
Maintenance and Administratien
Physical Training ana reute marcnes, ¢
The weekly Regimental Dance was held in the Pulbereugh Village Hall,
S f-

lenthorz

Fine,
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The secend was cemprised of:-

Capt, G. V. Newsanm Lieut, C. L. Lynoch,
Lieut.,J. D, Berlase. Lieut, W. A, Masen,
Lieut,C. W, Deulten, Lieut, W.G.H.,Pavey.

Lieut. W. G. Greenweed, Lieut., V. W, Btannard.,
Lieut . ¥W. V., O, LeBlano, Lieut, H., R, Turley.
and ferty ether ranks,
Maintenance and Administratien,
g%ioioal training and reute marches,

Squadren practiced leading ctoroli ogytpnont and persenal kit in their vehicles,
oa

"A" Squadren with all vehicles fully od, preceeded in cenvey te Amberley, The
dual purpese ef this was te check the lea and test the vehicles as they had net
been en the read since they were waterpreefe The SBquadren returned te Camp in
the early afterneen,

It was later learned that the Regiment had suffered ite first lesses in France,
Censidering the nature ef their tasks the casualties were light, In the Beach
Greup, which landed at N plus 20 te direct traffic en the beaches, there was ene
fatal casualty, Lieut, R,W. Themsen. The L.C.T. carrying Lieut. {.¥W.K, Ora¥tree
was struck by shell fire, and he was reperted .1'.1n§; le preceeding with his
duties en the Beach Lloui. K.C. Rewe was hit three times by shrapnel an bullets.
The enly knewn casualties in the Centact Detachments were Lieut. 0.8, Thempsen and
D-3873 Tpr. Nassar, L., whesse L.C.T, was hit b;han 88mm, Beth were threwn inte the
sea frem which they were fertunately rescued, ey were taken te the 22nd Field
Ambulance where they are new recevering frem "battle exhaustien®

Lieut. R, W. Themsen 5.0.8, (killed in aotien) See appendix 3

Yeather: Unsettled,

MAintenance and Administpatien,

Physical training and reute marches,

All RHQ vehicles were leaded and adjustments were made in the stewing ef efflce
equipment and persenal kit,

¥Weather: Cleudy te rain,
\ .
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Jun * Free mso
, Lieut, C.8, Thempsen 8.0,8., en admittance te hespital, Bee appendix 3 Appendix 3

¥Weather: Overcast and celd, S ¥

Maintenance and Administratien ,
"A" Bquadren drew kit deficiencies frem the Regimental Quartermaster,
Crevw Commander hatches were ocut and installed in all lerries,

Weather: Rain and unsettled,
Maintenance and Administratien,

"A' Squadren vehicles were driven te Chichester Statienshere they were weighed,
"C" Squadren drew kit deficiencies frem the Regimental Quartermaster,

LAG S 5o AT P TR
i

S¥.

Weather: Fine rain te fair and ceel, ' 'SF-

Haintenance and Administratien, :

"HQ" and "RHQ" drew kit deficiencies frem the Regimental Quartermaster,

"C*" Bquadren vehicles were weighed at the Chichester Statien,

C.,R,U, sent a baseball team te Chichester Barracks te play the Regimental tc‘.
Altheugh the visiters get away te a fast start, scering nine runs in the first
i:nuzo, the remainder eof the game was clesely centested, The final scere was

Weather: Unsettled, 2¥.

At 0430 hrs "A" SBquadren left Camp fer the marshalling area, The Squadren passed
the Btarting Line, Y read 322261 at 0500 hrs,

Maintenance and Administratien,
#C" Squadren vehicles were weighed at Chichester BStatien,
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un %5 Bperts afterneen fer "B" Bquadren rear party and R.C.C.S8,
ent <y
Weather: Oleudy.
Jun 1P, Maintenance and Administratien,
"HQ" Vehicles were weighed,
Sperts afterneen fer "B" Bquadren rear party and R,C.C.8.
Weather: Oleudy and ceel, >
Vun 17, Maintenance and Administratien, ' |
"REQ" vehicles :were weighed
Majer, C.A., Baerman Capt, M.G. Ohn tie dreve teo Ne.l. lmologioal and Plastic
Hespital, Basingstoké te visit Lieut, K.C., Rewe whe was the 7 Recce's first casualty,
He was rmrtod te be making an excellsnt recevery frem his weunds.
VWeather: Unsettled and ceel. ST
ns J Reman Cathelic and Pretestant Church parades.’
| Weather: Falr and ceel. <K
b 19 Maintenance and Administratien,
v Bperts afterneen,
Weather: Fair with streng winds, LT
fu 20 Maintenance and Administratien,
! Sperts afterneen,
| Weather : Fair with streng nerthelly winds. S-E-
ol ‘_1 R,

P SN
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Jun A1, Maintenance and Administratien,
Bperts afterneen,
Majers W.C, Bewen and C.W, MoLean, whe were with the Beach Groeup, are en leave in
this country, Majer Bewen will return te the Regiment and Majer fcLean will be
osted te Neo,12 C,B.R.G., and remain attached,
ieut, L.W.K, Crabtree, whe had been reperted missing since D Day, was new knewn te

be safe,
Weather: Fair with fresh Nertherly winds, <s¥.
Jun 42 Maintenance and Administratien, >4

'i:?:l[\v‘?‘ T Mswwww\—f- r,:,;v:‘— R
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Sperts afterneen,

5
ml

Weather: Fair., <.

Maintenance and Administratien,

rts afterneen,

Regiment was netified that Lieut, R.K, 8mith was in Ne.12 Field Ambulance
recevering from shrapnel wounds in the left arm and left leg.
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v .
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Weather: Overcast, ’ 3F- q_.,___

Maintenance and Administratien,
Lieut-Cel, V.W. Hugman, E.D,, visited the Regiment and spent the night in Camp,

Weather: Fine, Sg. ¢

A Church parade was held fer all Reman Cathelic persennel,

At 1870 the Hussar Baseball Team played "C" Cempany, 359 U.S. Engineers., Darkness
halted a tight game at the scere of 3 - 3, It 1s heoped that the deadleck may be
played off in the next few days.

Weather: Fair te rain at night, . S
'
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Jun Maintenance and Administratien, |
' Sperts afterneen, |
- X A ': < ¥
Weatheri Rain, ‘
Jun # Maintenance and Administratien,
Sperts afterneen, ‘ J
Second Echelen reported three mere "B" Squadren casuglties. D-353% 83t Philp. G.D.
was killed en a frent line patrel, June 22nd, Del r. Gibeau, G. was wounded
June 23rd, and Tprs, 0-76582‘lazoihnrot, R.8,, D=128913 Yaeger, N,, were listed
as oa.ual‘lol. ‘
In the evening the imental Baseball Team played a "plok-up" team selected frem
the Greund Orews ef the 9th U.8.A.A.F, Unfertunately they were unable te send theirn
regular team, but rather than default the game, they got nine men tegether and
B ; fermed a "sorub® team, The result of the game was 17-5 in faveur ef the 7th Recce.
Weather: Fair, g | < ¥
ﬂ. Jun 28 Maintenance and Administratien,
& The Ministry of Feed asked the Regiment fer ferty men te help bag petatees for the ) 1
3 treeps in Nermandy, There was no difficuity in gettl twenty men frem "HQ" Squadren
| and twenty frem "C* n., The men will be talen by private bus te Chilgreve
: Farm, Bheet 133 338 each day until the task is cempleted,
Weather: Unsettled. | 4 1
Jun laintonanoo_anh AMainistratien, : ' :
>t Sperts afterneen, j
[ Weather: Fair, S*.
‘\- : j
oliber
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7 CANADLAN RECONNAISSANCE REGIMENT ’
(17 D.Y.R.C.H,)
f Maintenance and admiﬂiotrgtiqn.
i Twe werk parties of twenty velunteers frem HQ and C Squadrens centinued bagging ﬂu‘ ¢
b petatees at Chilgreve Farm,
?Z Sperts afterneen. o
Weather: Unsettled and shewers, 4 “
Pretestant and Reman Cathelic Church Parades. 3
Weather: Shewers, w 4
. “‘g';
Maintenance anfd adminidtratien. - —r
Werk parties centinued te helv the Ministry ef Agriculture,
A Rogllontal Sperts Committee was fermed, and with the able assistance of Supver
Heggle, arrangements were made to held a Track Meet Thursday, Jul 6. As the
Reg ent was divided between France and England it was thought best te run this
on a treep rather than squadren basis, In the afternsen tralning for the ceming
event was started, .
¥eather: Rain,













& . | © mra™ e
| dnteions g i, o WAR DIARY ‘ T i
creation or embodi- OR ’ .

ment), contained in F.8. Regs. Vol. 1 iginal, dupli ,

R INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY B ey o 7y <oy By

Title pages will be prepared. . . . :
Page 5. (Erase heading not required)

o ) Remarks, references

Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information to Amm and

After supper "C" Sguadren won a clesely contested baseball game from "HQ" Squadren
cent'd 13 te 11. Thie puts the teams at a deadlock of ene win each. During the ceming
weekend the series will be played out,

Weather: Fair te thunder sterms,

Jul 7 Maintenance and administratien.
-
Sperts afternoen. ~ Auz {
Weather: Unsettled and showerws, ‘ -~
Jul & ¥.C., S.E.C.0,, infermed the 7 Canadian Reconnalesance Regimeni that 1t wgs lo

preceed oversess, Sunday, Jul G, 1944,

The day was epent in prepsration ef the initial part of thle Journey, the move to
the Tilbury Decks Area.

At 1830 hours a Muster Parade was held, and the men were warned that all cases of /Zﬁ;
AWL er AWOL would be treated as desertion, On cempletion of vehicle checks and
the stowage of all kit, S0% ef the Regiment was given "walkeute" until 2300 hours.

Weather: Falr,
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The first vehicle O;Ollod the Chiches

Jul
The convey passed threugh Billingshur
| teok the by-pass te Epsem, A Military
through Lenden te Weodferd,
T7, Forrest Flats, was provided. The
In the afterneon all ranks were issue
packs, biscuits, checelates and cigar
parade where they were given 200
After (.pgor final teuches were
were checked and 0.X'd by R.E,N.E.
. Weather: Unsettled te rain.
Camp T Jul 10 Majer C W MacLean
lbrrc.l Flats vehicles (206
. T7 8.L, at 0660 hours and arrived at

Unfertunately the ship had been dama
to have commenced at 0700 hours had €
ltl and another vessel, the Fort Covi
1185. As the Cevingt

work and cenverted the top deck of th
built latrines en deck.
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starting line, Y-Read
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Al

iven te the wateroreefing, and all the vehicles
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ed the night before, and the
® be pestpened, Action was
ton, was breught inte
or carryi
e two after hatches

the Victeria Decks at

|
323261, at 03CO heurs|
Leatherhead where it
convey and led it
ich teek the cenvey te Camp
T7 D.P.at 09% heurs.
2i-heur emergency ratien
this, the men attended & pay |
ranks were given the
eppertunity eof exchanging any Sterling they had in thelr pessession for france,

¢
residue of the Regiment's
Convey passed the

leading which, wae o
taken by the Admira-
the Victeria Basin at
troops, crews immediately set te
into sleeping quarters and
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L _Camp T7
: :‘.;‘prrut nTtn
S - Jul 10 Thirty-Five driver 1/c's and driver mechanics divided inte twe groups, the first
conttd to drive the vehicles onto the leading nete and the second to stew them in the

ship'e held, At 1500 heours the first vehicle was put abeard. All men whe were not
working were taken back te T7 at 1730 heurs, Leading centinued until 1900 heurs.
The twe werk parties spent the night at the decks.

&r

Weather: Unsettled, rain and windy.

Jul 11 At 0915 hours the Regiment embussed on R.A.8.C,T7.C, vehicles and were transperted
teo the Victeria Decks, The men remained in the Gedowns while the leadlng coptinued

and at 1330 hours bearded the Coevingten, The stowage of vehicles was doon completed, %

and the ship cast eoff at 1546 hours, At 1945 heurs the Cevingten drepped ancher in

her alleted ancherage in the large convey riding between Sheerness and Seuthend,

Weather: Overcast,

Abgard 8,8/Jul 12 The YMCA rigged up their P,A, system, The news was read and records played te make
Fort Oovinq;ton the time psss faster., A plcture show was given belew decks in the afterneon and in
: ‘ the early evening an impremtu stage show was put en by Capt J O McArthur, whe was
assisted by Lieut G Donaldson and Tprs Sigley and Hogue, At 2030 hours ancher was w

weighed and the Cevingten steamed down the Estuary in a cenvey of seventeen ships.

Heavy gun fire was heard in the distance at 27345 hours. It was theught te be the .
ceastal batteries on the Streite of Dever,

Weather: Overcast, %
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Jul 13 In the morning the convoy followed the Bouth Coast of England until off Portsmouth, |
where a Boutherly course was taken, At 1700 a destroyer dropped depth charges 2 mi |
off the Covington's starboard bow., Charges were agalin drooped 4 hr later several |
miles off the starboard 'quarter, '

Landfell was made at 1755 hre, and at 2045 the anchor was dropped in the Roads
several mi off Courselles-Bur-Mer, %

At 2245 there wae slight enemy air activity, which was soon broken up by the barrage
and night-fighters. ,

Weather: falr to showers.

/

Jul 14 At 1400 hre a LCT came alons:ido, and 16 veh were unloaded and away by 1815. 2

: more LOTs made fast to the Covington at 1845, and 36 more veh were put ashore well
before dusk. At 2115 a Rhino came up and lay alongside to ensure an early start M 3
the following day. |

Weather: fair to cloudy.

fJul 15 Loading the Rhino commenced at 0730 and 47 veh were unloaded by 1100 hrs. As the
tide was ebbing, it was é gsible to beach the L C before 1830 hrs, The Rhino re- .
mained alongside until 1 3? During the morning 2 more I, C Te were warped into ,

sition, and the unloading contd without incident, All L C Ts cleared the Fort . %

vington by 1730, and the lamnnxo were completed by 1930. As soon as each vehicle
reached the beach, it was directed to the pr dmntﬂ.'grooring cage, where the
breathers were opened, This completed, the C M P directed the drivers to their re-
spective unit areas, where the 2nd stage of dewaterproofing wae done.
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Jul |15 At 2000 hours a Regimental convoy left the area to Joln A and B Squadrons, R H Q
! con‘r;'d. ing to Villone-les-Buleson ooﬂ, H Q to Anguerny 0177 and C Squadron to les
; uissons 9974. |
: | Weather: fair to showers,
_ Jul 16 With the arrival of H Q@ snd C Bquadron in Normandy the Reglment was once again com-
The Reglment received orders that it would move into Caen and rellieve the 7 C I B
by 2 hours. This move was completed, and the Bguadrons occupied positions at: %
R H Q 025696, A Bquadron 015677, B 8quadron 026687, C Squadron 039688. o
The Regiment, with 18 Cdn Armd Car Regiment under its command, was made completely
responsible i‘or the protection and control of the entire Caen amea.
Blight enemy shelling and mortaring during afternoon and night.
A and © Squadrons sent out patrols, BSee appendix, § . | Avreionn 5
Weather: unsettled .. by mist at night. ’
Jul (17 Regiment in same positions,
Tnoreased enemy shelling and mortaring, mainly from Fauberg-De-Vaucelles. .
For night patrols see appendix.J
Weather: cloudy,







V I&uoﬁou mm ?f | | WAR DIARY N ‘ ; :‘o’nlazjnmo.) g

Diaries (which first ;
I are containnd 18 P& o por OF Wl
are ocon o iginal, duplicate and tri te to De
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY forwarid (o O3 /0 Sod Bt g o e
Title pages will be prepared. ¥
(Erase heading not required) '
Paece 11 S
' Remarks, references
Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information to Appu:ihwu and
: et i
' Jull 21 Recsimeantal diepositions the same. .
£ 025694
8light Bnemy shelling =nd air activity, %
8ee avvendix for =itrep.
RAPPENDIX A
Weathar: rain.
4 ' Jul 22 All 3 Cdn Inf Div, less A Wohelon 8 C I B was ordered to be South of the road
Map Rer OME666H Vaucelles-Cagny by 1200 hours.
The 7 Odn Recce Reciment was disvosed as follows: R H Q 046666, A Bquadron 043665,
% B Bquadron 045675, C Bquadron O4E674 and B Echelon 053720.
2
E 811eht shelling during the day and enemy air activity at night.
3 For sitrep see spnendix. )
F ep apn - APPENDIX 4
i Weather: overcast to rain. |
r‘ Jull 23 Regiment in same nositions.
&
Ree appendix for sitrep. %
Weather: overocast, APPENDIX 4
Jul] 24 Regiment in same vositions.
|
J > |
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Ree appendix for sitrep.

Weather: overcast.

Operat ion “PRING, nNperational "rder in appendix, §
!

and to exploit to la Hogue and SBouth East as ordered, C Bquadron attached

Tank Battery came under the command of the

Increased enemy air activity at night, H E and incendiaries were droppned
immediate area, There were casualties and damage was caused,

Bee appendix for sitrep,
Weather: fair,

R H Q moved ta 068646,

The Infantry attacked Tilly-l ampagne/Garcelles-S8ecqueville but was not
No call was made on the 8quadron,

Shelling during the a fternoon and night,

B8ee appendix for sitrep.
Weather: fair,

Tntention 3 Cdn Tnf Div to attack and capture Tilly-la-Canpa‘nq/Garoolles-Booquovill

Bquadrons remained in the same sitions., C Bquadron continued tn support of 9 C I ﬁ.

CoMrM 1

/P &8/37 (9/42)

' ®
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY forwaned o 0.1/ o Eshalon for dinpoect

to 9CIB

S8quadrons moved to the following areas: A 029650, B 065654 and C 066649, The Anti/ Ai%;
D and G Highlanders at Hubert-Follie.

in the

m:o@:;

successful,
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Regimental positions the same,
A and C Bquadron estgblished Observation Posts at 093627 and 056650 respectively. &422{
Bee appendix for sitrep. : | ¢ RAPPENDIt M

Jul 29

Weather: fair,

No change in positions,
Observation Posts continued,
B8ee appendix for eitrep.
Weather: fair,

Positions the same,

A and C Bquadrons continued Observation Posts,
Bee appendix for sitrep,

Weather: unsettled,

The Regiment moved to Grentheville, R H Q was established at 08506425, A 8quadron
08486425 and C Bquadron 087643, P

{

|
o
|
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Observation Posts kept up by A and C SBquadron,

Spasmodic enemy shelling. ﬁg

Bee avpendix for sitrep, | . Arranpx 4
/
Weather: fair, '

Positions the same,

On’ the night of Jul 30/31 the 4 Cdn Armd Div took over the lines of the 3 Can Inf Azxg
Piv, who moved into a rest area. The 7 Cdn Recce Regiment came under the command of

the 4 Cdn Armd Div wef 310500 B, |

Intermittent enemy shelling, N ‘

Weather: fair, ‘ o »
| ;
Strength Return, i
Lg Officers, including attashed ?
232 N C O's including attached
;;% Other ranks including attached
Total All ranke inlcuding attached

i 7 Canadian Fo20ana 15&NCE MM )
(17 DYRCH)

3 -y ? 4 ks







rtion, of 4 WAR DIARY % 7 oma)
:’3' day of mobilix creation or embodi- OR et beir .."\oh ‘
e U he Tl ~ NG BNCE—S MM ARY— forwarded 10 G, /5 $od Eshelon jor dispostl,
Title pages will be prepared. B o s A red)
AU 1944 ( Erase heading not required
' Remarks, references
Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information hAM.I“
FRANCE 7 CANADIAN RECONNAISSANCE REGIMENT (17 DYRCH) '
s 1 the night of 30 Jul - 1 Aug the 7 Cdn Recce Regt came under the command of
) T™®/2 the 4th Cdn Armoured Division. The area held by 3 Cdm Infantry Division was taken|
over by the 4th. 3
RHQ, A, B and C Squadrons harboured in the Grentheville area (097638) TF/2. {
The A/Tk Troop returned from Hubert-Folie and took up positiomns.,in the Regimental '
atea. - :
A and C Sq‘idrm held Observation Posts at Hubert-Folie, Bourguebus. Enemy

artillery and mortar fire, which was mostly directed on the Bras-Bourguebus road,
was comsiderably reduced au' the last 24 hours. Dismounted movement and
machine gun fire was noted at he Chatesu in La Hogue. Ome ememy tank was re -
ported in this vicinity.

At 1815 hours a "f bomd" passed over Grentheville and was last seen heading
South-West over !.Ii{;:f;-(:l-pqm.

"".vh-;l‘.- il ividles M N

.
T TR

Weather: mist to cluudy. . St
2 & aad C Squadrom Observation Posts were withdrawn, and 3 were established by B £
Mu at Hubert-Folie, Bourguebus and Four. 1
Emeny periodically shelled and mortared Bourguebus and Hubert-Folie. Own artillery
Ry ‘ concentrated on Verriers, Tilly-la-Campagme and LanHogue.
‘ . Sporadi¢ mortariang and shelling of Grenthevilile. ,..
% \.-.:;-; Positions of Squadrons unchanged. Nothing to report.
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GRENTHEVILLE 3 B Squadrom Observatiom Posts reported that umusual ouq uctiv:.ty J\ut Sonth or *
(09763%8) TF/2 T1lly-la-Campagne suggested troop movement. Imoreased shelling and mortariag -

throughout the day.
nunutu positions mhuod. Area subjected to heavier sheliing and mortar nxlp

Ioathorz. fair. \
: -
4 Observation Posts believe nti honz shell during the night of 3 - 4 August |
due to the presemce of the British Columbia Regiment's tamk patrols, which passed
|

through the Hussars' area.

-hollci and mortared RHQ and Sguadrom positioms throughout the night and |

3 mno l‘rcl 0030 hours to 0100 hours Grentheville was dive-bombed and 1

ed. AP bombs were dro;:pcd. There were a few personnel and
vdich cuu.lti,l. .

Word was received from 3 CID that the R.xamt will revert to the command of the |
3 Cdm Division at 050400-B and comsolidate for rest im the Thaom ares - sq 9676. | 1

Intermittent shelling of Grentheville in the aftermoonm.

At 1500 hours m left for the ruom area. :

A, B;' C and HQ Squadrons and Support Group positions unchanged, and mnothing to
r‘p‘ - ' A

Weather: showers to fair. . ‘ . J

At 0200 hours A, B, C Squaarm and Support Group moved to the reserve area.
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( Sq 9676 )

5(ooptd)

Due to a mew "drive" in which the 7 Recce is to participate, the rest period was
cancelled and the day was spent on maintenance and admimistration.

Weather: fair to showers.

After Protestant amd RC Church Services the 2 parades assembled in the orchard at
RHQ where It Col T C Lewis spoke to the men. He thanked them for the work they
had dome in co-operatiom with the 3 CID and told of how this Division had made a
name for itself for doing exceptionally well when the going was toughest. It was
now being likened to such troops as the Commandos, the Paratroops and "Desert Rats
and each man should consider it a prtvilog: and an honor to serve with it. The

C O praised the work done the.Contact Detachments and explained that although
this was a new method of gathering informatiom, it had proved so satisfacto

that they were again being organiyed for the coming operation. If some oircles
there was doubt as to the role of the Recce Regt in modern warfare. The past few
weeks had cleared up any misgivings towards the usefulness of the Infantry Recce
as was proved when each of the Brigades asked for the support of a S in the
coming push. In previous drives it had bdeen found that after the tial bdreak -
through it was impossible for the Infantry to keep up with the Armour. The 7 Cdn
Recce was to foliow immediately after the tanks, mopping up and preventing the
enemy from forming strong points which had proved so costly to the Infantry. Im

closing the Colonel again thanked the men and expressed him wishes that the good
work be kept wup.

The remainder of the day was spent on maintenance and administration.
Weather: heavy mist to fine.

Maintenance and administrationm.
Weather: mist to fine.

-
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| THAON AREA | 8 The 21 Comtaot Detschments whioh were attached to 3 CID, 7 8 9 CIB, 4 CAD, 10 CIB,|
: ( Sq 9676 ) 49 British Divisiom, 51 Highland Division and the Polish Armoured Divisiom left
E the Regimemt to join their respective units.
k Maintenance and administrationm. |
; { .
bk Weather: fine and hot. | e
|
'e;uumo DE 9 The Regiment moved up to Fauberg de Vaucelles, Square 0567/7F. ~
' VAUCELLES ' 3§
E,( Sq 0567 )TF Weather: fine and hot. .
i ‘VERRIERS 10 REQ and the Support Group moved to Verriers. B Squadrom, having supplied -o;t of
gr (jozsoz) ™/1 the Contact Detachments persomnel, was held in reserve and one troop givem the
: task of protecting RHQ.
r A Squadron which was under the command of the 8 CIB remained on wheels in 00n0110+
B when the Brigade's plans to relieve the 153 Brigade were cancelled. 1
b C Squadron in support of the 9 CIB sent out patrols and suffered 6 personnel and
; 2 vehicle casualties through shelling.
-’1\(“8565) (43 ?6‘8;:; evening RHQ, B Squadron and Support Group left Verriers and harboured at
i .
N VWeather: fine and hot.i B
- Lx-re
B ) 11 Intermittent enemy shelling during the night of 10 - 11 August. __ Z




- - ’ “
o/ 0 -
.

B Tsetions frpeeion o WAR DIARY BHE T g
L whrnhuuivﬂﬂrsgﬂL. from first '
.~ day of ;r::r awqﬁrﬁ- OR Original dmﬂbualmdtﬁﬂdlltob-.
o ganha el —INFE LG ENCE—SUMMARY— forwarded to O. /0 20d Echelon for disposdl.
4 Title pages will be prepared.
. Erase heading not required
AUGUST 1944 A e
Remarks, references
: Place Date | Hour Summary of Events and Information to Am_ jces and
. (068565) 77 | 11(opntd)| A Squadrom whose HQ had moved to a position just North-East of Bretteville-le-
b Rabet semt patrols down to Le Hamelet Fontaine. There was nothing to report. C
e Squadron whose HQ was at Cauvicourt had patrols liasing with the N S R and the
d Polish Armoured Divisiom.
3 &
4 B Echelon advanced to Andre-Sur-Ornme.
A and C Squadroms ceased to be attached to 8 CIB. A Sqmadrom retired to the
3 Quarry in Square 0851. In the evening B Squadrom proceeded to Csuvicourt.
3 Weather: fine and hot. 3F
?i 12 Cauvicourt was shelled spasmodically.
fy? Regimental positions unchanged. Nothing to report.
3 .7
B Weather: mist to fine and hot. . '
A : 1
3 13 New plans were drawn up fo# 3 and 4 Cdn Divisions. They were to move Eastwards
B and attack on the Soignelles-Rouvres axis and seigze the high ground in the Sassy-
A lp:::x area. The 7 Cdn Recce Regiment was to follow the Armour and hold the .
k2, e between them and the Infantry, mopping up ans remaining pockets or stromg .
9 po 8. , |
Regimental positions: RHQ 068565, A Squadrom 086476, B S on 099525 and C p
Squadroa 101529. During the day HQ Squadron moved to 040504.
N Weather: fine amnd hot. o
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' HAUTMESNIL AND| 14 In the morming RHQ and the Squadroms moved up to the 3 CID comcentration area be -
;ll!ll!!.ll!l 7# tween Hautmesnil and Estrees. |

0852/1249
: e The Regiment, under command of 2 CAB for an operation to seise the high ground |
‘ North of Falaise, crossed the start line neqr Hautmesanil at 1200 hours, and follow-
the Armoured By and the 9 CIB, was to cross the Hiver Laison and mop up
the Armour. he Armour wag unable to cross the Hiver and swung off to the
left, while the Inrlltrz; who had lost direction during the approach, became in-
volved in richtingfcn the river bdank. ;

On the left, C Squadron succeeded in finding a small bridge and seised the North
bank of the river. On the right, Lieut D H Ayer found a ford through which B
Squadron succeeded in crossing and also seiged the North bamk in thedir sector. Bo
Squadrons now found themselves proce the Infantry and Armour instsad of foll
15’ it and came under heavy MG and Anti/Tk fire. C Squadrom lost 3 vehicles with
6 Tatal casualties and B Squadron suffered heavy persomnel casumlties including
Lieuts D H Ayer and L . ‘

There had been a2 heavy bombing program laid on for this operation between 1400

and 1600 hours, but due to an error a great weight of bombs was dropped behind our
lines. RHQ ana<A Echelon were severely hit -~ RHQ losing 5 vehicles luding the
3 wireless vehicles and A Echelon 27 vehicles, although only one man was hurt.
This disrupted communications for dbout one hour during the heat of battle but RHQ
was soon funciioning again,

Lieut Col T C Lewis who had moved forward with the tanks to keep in touch with the
battle, r that his two Sggadron. were now in front of the Armour, and that
his HQ had been rarily put out of aoction, crossed the river and finding
the two Squadromns suffered heavy casualt o:;-:=:=:=‘ in on the North bank -~
of the river uuai forward with the two on C » or C W MacLean
and Major E ﬁ.ALlun. recced for a o Pplece of grovmd issued orders for

( Erase heading not required)
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14(q$ontd{ the immediate advance and consolidation onm Points 160 and 165, covering the

river crossing. He then contacted the Infantry and the Armour on the flanks,
put them in the picture, ordered A Squadron to cross and come into. close support
and then returmed to find RHQ once again in action and then reported the sit -
uation to the A/GOC, Brig K Blackader DSO MC.

L It had been decided to split RHQ into 2 groups for this operation. Ome consisted
B mostly of operation persomnnel, such as forward and rear links, RAP, signalmen and
E 3 Intelligence Other Ranks, iho other group, which wgs made up of administration
g personnel and vehicles, was under command of Lt R Haran. The forWard group har -
? boured in the orchard, 087524, and the administration group was established in

the Qz:rrg, S e 0852. In the evening the forward group moved .its HQ to the
Chatesh, 085526.
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| NAUTMESNIL ANT) 14(opntd)| Slight ememy shelling and air activity during the night.
- ESTREES AREA - :

Pt/lﬂ’ Sq Weather: fimg and hot. 3F |

154474 15 RHQ moved to 154474 by the River Laisom. A Squadrom which had bivousced there the
night of 14 - 15 August, advanced to Olemdon. B 3,;5‘:0: held positions in the

woods in Square 1543 and C Squadrom dug in at 1574

It was found that RHQ could not fumotion properly while divided into two groups.
The rear group was called forward and joSmed the opergtion group.

In the evening, 1930130‘:-, B Squadroa was otn:_:ad by the RAF. :

At spproximately 2300 hours there was a sharp ememy air raid om the Chateau in
Square 1547.

Weather: fine and hot.

o G e -Wwaqm
: .

The assault tro oofnmcsa;umndtu1chSootomdoroo-m2w
attacked and o ed a str rman positiom at point 159 Square 1438. Enemy
resistance was light and the Prisoners of War taken were from the 81 Infantry '
Division. Armbured car patrols of A and B Squadrons worked down the Falaise - |
Caen road from Souligny Aubd . Again enemy resistance was light and omly~
a few minor skirmishes were reported.

RHQ moved to the orchard at 141431: Squadron positions umchanged.
Weather: fine and hot. < &
w
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ﬁﬁ SASSY 17 At 1100 hours RHQ was straffed by a Squadrom of FW 190s. 2 bombs were dropped om

- (191459) TF the outskirts of the herbour.

The Regiment reverted to the command of 3 CID and was alioted its first actual
recce role as a Regiment. The task was to seisze and hold the bridges at Vend -
euvre and Jort.

A Squadron with 4 A/Tk guns advanced to Venduevre, 231459, where Squadron HQ was
established. 1 carrier struck a mine and was burnt out. There were 3 ontualtioli
2 fatal. Patrols secured river crossings in Vendeuvre and Jort at 1500 hours and
contimued to Lieury, which they occupied.

: C Squadroa proceeded to 236453 and ocns'iatrolc to Courcy, square 2544, which
b they reported clear. The patrols were withdrawn at last light.

B Squadron with 4 A/Tk guns advanced to 241459, a point across the River Dives
from Vendeuvre.

RHQ and Support Group moved to Sassy 191459.
3.F.

Weather: overcast to fair. |

}f"'W'U"l 18 A Squadron patrols remained in Lieury area. At 0730 hours B Squadronm sent patrols
j(‘314!’) ™ to oootgx Barou (S 2539), Cantepie (Square 2337) and Moutier-Em-Auge (Square
b 2737). t first 11:::.6 Squadroa patrols returned to Courcy.

In the afternoom RHQ moved to the Chateau in Vendeuvre 231459.

A Ememy air activity during the night, apparently aimed at the bridges at Vend -
B euvre and Jort.

. 5 Weather: fine and hot. JO = 76/2/
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SASSY 19

T T T R T
- R g
-
»

(191459) TF

21

Orders for the Regiment to advance were cancelled and the rolo was alxotod to tho
8th Cdn Recce Re nt, 2 CID. The Regiment is to remain static for 48 hours
doing maintenance and resting.

Siight enemy air aotivity. No damage.

CS moved to Le Haut De Totes, Square 2843, later advanoin; to 280395.
Patrols carried on e8 far as grid 41 without meeting opposition.

Weather: cloudy and showers.

5 UXBs were found in the fields West of the chateau where RHQ was biliited. !ho.o‘

were reported to 3 CID.

About 1300 hours a farmer came to RHQ and stated that he had beem fired om by 2
German soldiers who had also set & Shepherd dog after him., The shots were fired
from a point roughly 250 meters from the e of the woods across the road from
RHQ. A patrol was formed under command of Lt R Haram, and the woods vns searched
The dog was found but there was no trace of the Germans.

Weather: rair to rain.

Maintenance and rest.

In thenaftermoon the Regiment was ordered to take up positions in a line al
the River Dives from La Rue lortounx (Square 2 8) to Mandeville (square 2632
and stop any of the enemy who had deen otnght "gun alley" from getting bdback
to their own lines.

The Squadrons proceeded to the river and the following HQs were established: A

76T
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SASSY 21(opntd) Sq‘adre: 247343, B Squadrom 232373 and C Squadrom 309312. Standing patrols of |
a(191459) ™ Squadrons formed a line between the above mentioned villages. North |
u to Snth B Squadrom held from La Rue Morteaux to Beaumais, A S on from Beau - |
mais to bridge (Square 2433) and C Squadrom from bridge to Mandevillie.

: : Weather: rainy.

had =

- VIMOUTIERS 22 At 0600 hours the stnd:.ng atroh. along the River Dives were relieved by the 9
AREA CIB. ILater in the giment was ordered to move North-East towards Orbec.
At 1900 hours RHQ le chomo and harboured in the Vimoutiers area. The
Squadrons moved independently to positions in this vicinity.

Weather: fair to showers. . Q-

ESW - 8F/3 | 23 At first light the Regiment sdvanced towards Orbec and HQs were established at:
] RHQ 636707, A Squadrom 620700, B Squadrom 586705 and C Squadrom 638715. A and B g |
B Squadrons each had 1 A/Tk troop in support and there was a mortar sectiom with : ,
i each of the 3 Sguadronms.

m«cud along the East side of Orboo-vnonturl road and took wup
sitions t11/2 nnn South-West of Besau Pre, Square 0572. Stiff resistence
machine and mortars) was met in the woods in Squares 6369 and 6470. 4 CAD
was on A 's right flank. B Squadron moved up the West side of the Cen-
ter Line., Their patrols cleared the Bois La Cressonnierre and orossed the River
Ofbéc over the bridge in Square 6473. They comtinued their patrols andireported
A/Tk and dug in tanks in Square 6574, C Squadrom was held in reserve and fur -
nished protection for RHQ, LAD and A Echelon.

= -
; ok
o Aol L

At 1200 hours RHQ, due to heavy sheliing and mortaring, retired to Crepesux;-
Square 6170. ’ : : m,
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25(0Pntd) At 1330 hours A on was semt to recce the woods in Squares 6368, 6369, 6370,
6468, 6469 and 6560 and hold same until relieved by the 7 CIB.

CREPEAUX
(Square 6170)
| At 1935 hours C Squadron was sent to the same wooded area to reinforce A Squadroa.
VWeather: fair.

i

L)

ORBEC 24 RHQ moved its HQ on to Orbee 653732 and the ifnadxonn sent patrols towards Bermay.
(653732) No ememy was met but mines were emcountered along the Bernay - Orbec road. The
cross-road, 6774, was heavily mined. B Squadrom patrols moved North of tha
Center Line ( - Orbec road) amnd C Squadron covered the ground to the South. |

At 1200 hours the location of the Squadroms were: A Squadron 628667, B Squadrom |
701757 and C Squadrom 688686.

- DOISNEY At 1600 hours RHQ proceeded to harbour at Le laanrqnior, but was met by the C O |
: near ST Martin-Du-Tilleul. He led the convoy to\a position at Boisney where it |
made camp for the night. The 3 Squadrons harboured in the same vicinity. |

Weather: fair to showers. = 5.

<

HARCOURT 25 A¢ 0B0O hours RHQ left for Harcourt. The bridge at 896870 was blown and caused
some delay. RHQ arrived in Harcourt at 0930 hours. Here a representative of the
56th Americsn Infantry Divisiom liaisoned with Lieut Col T C .

- ' B and C Squadroms had patrols working t&unrdl Elbeuf. No opposition was met but '
P — again mines were in ov!;iloo. : .

In the aftermoon RHQ moved to Byle 025894. Road blocks and mines were encountered 7
enroute. - 1%t )ﬂg\/

v
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‘i‘ PYLE 25(cpntd)] Squadrom positions for the night were: A Squadron 038885, B Squadron 031913 and C
- (025894) Squadron 890944.
3 26 Regiment remained in same positions waiting further orders. C Squadrom withdrew
[ to 027885.

Maintenance and administration.

Weather: fair. ST
l! IABII-I.A.- 27 The Re t advanced to St Martin-La-Corneille. The harbours were: RHQ 092953,
;fmg.;s AS 098950, B Squadron 092944 and C Squadron 090944.

In the afternoon Hon/Capt M E laoLnghlin held Services for the RCs 1.n the

Parish Church.

T

Weather: fair to thunder showers.

TR 5

28 Positions uhohnn‘od. Regiment awaiting further orders.

2 After supper A Squadrom left, under command § CIB, to cross the River Seine and to

act as right flank guard to the Bde. After the Brigade reaches its objective, the

high ground in Squares 2212, 2310 and 2412, thenSquadrom will withdraw from the

flank and cover the East bank of the River Seine between Northings 04 and 08. This

:;I:h:l to prevent any of the enemy from getting out of the natural pocket formed
river.

At 1703 hours a small number of enemy shells landed in B Squadrom harbour.
Weather: unsettled. <
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ST MARTIN-IA- | 29 B Sq:n&nn left St Martin-la-Cormeille torg under command of the 7 Clb which was .
CORNEILLE established amd hol the bridgehead North-West of Elbeuf. Lieut Col T C Lewis
(092953) and the Intelligemce cer, Lieut R Haram took their Stags to A Squadrom HQ to

~- sot as forward amnd rear links for the Hegimeat.

The 9 CIB gained their objective and A Sguadrom took up positions along the bank
of the River Seine from 04 - 08 (vorthings). Squadrom HQ was established at Gowy,

Square 2204.
Weather: rainy.

d
4\

- 242100 30 Squadron patrols picked up a few stragglers and reported that resistance was nil.

RHQ, A Eghelom, LAD and Support Group less A/Tk Troop advanced to 242100 where
they mbolrod‘.

A Squadrom which had been relieved at the River by 8 CIB made its LQ at Belbeuf
and sent patrols North towards the Rouen - Martainville - Epreville road.

B on, whose HQ was at 248058, reported that their patrols had reached Y
in e 2215 at 1700 hours. A is to take over this position to
3'01; B to push through the Darnetal area and cut off the roads leading

C Squadron with its HQ at 286194 sent patrols Northwards towards the Martainville-
Epreville road with isstructions to proceed further if possible.

Weather: rainy.

ey

31 Advance continued with A Squadron om left flank and C Squadrom on right., B Squad-
ron still blocking ensmy escape routes on roads North of Rouen. Sguadron patrols ]LZ,
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B BURES BI(Jonxd) met many small pockets of stubborm resistance, but as only small arms fire was
E (398503) encowitered, they were able to push through.
% A Squadron's route was from Fomtaine-Sous-Preaux through Vert-Galamt, Cailly,

Esterville and St Saens to Bures.

Flying bomb sites were located at 298270, 278250, 263234 and 243237. A guard
was mounted over the bomd site at 278255 which was in excellent condition.

C Squadron rdnghx their way from Preaux (Square 2829) to Neufchatel where A/Tk
guns were encountered.

Approx1nntol¥ 400 Prisoners of War were taken by the 2 Squadrons. These men were
from 'ersats’' Regiments, and most of them were Poiish or Russian.

s

A R T T P

In the aftermoon B n was ordered North to relieve A Squadron at Bures.

3 This would enable A on to push on in pursuit of the enemy at first light.

% ; RHQ proceeded to Bures via Hemaudiere, St Andre-Sur Cailly, St Saens and Haut De

%y Fresles. They harboured for the night at 398503.

%' Weather: unsettled and rain. SF.
I

B \

2 (r cC Lieut Col

- Comman Officer

7 CDN RECCE (17 DYRCH)
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